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MORE THAN EVER! 
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for emergency work 
among the entire civilian 
population of the country. 
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Editorial Comments 





A Note on the Crisis 


$ WE GO TO PRESS, the crisis in the Middle 

East has brought Britain and France to the 
point of occupying the Suez Canal zone and 
the Western alliance has broken with a crash 
in the UN Security Council sessions. We can- 
not predict, of course, how far this acute dis- 
turbance of normal international relations will 
go, nor how long it will take before it comes 
toan end in the only rational way it could ever 
have been solved—by direct negotiations by all 
the parties immediately concerned, with the 
aim of seeking a way of living together without 
anyone having to live at the sufferance of the 
other or under his constant menace. 


As far as American policy is concerned, every- 
thing essential that we might want to say about 
our share in the growth of the crisis to its pres- 
ent ominous proportions and about the course 
we must pursue in the future to heal this breach 
is contained in our major editorial in the current 
isue following this note. Our remarks on 
American policy were obviously written before 
the explosion in the Sinai peninsula, and if writ- 
ten subsequently might undoubtedly have con- 
tained specific reference to it. But we find that 
on the main and permanent issues confronting 
America in that area, we can stand on what is 
written there. 


The peace that will ultimately have to be 
written in the Middle East must now be a peace 
including Israel. Only such a peace can possibly 
stand. Many follies were committed in the 
Middle East in our own time, but perhaps the 
greatest folly of all—a folly adopted with blind 
obstinacy by the Eisenhower Administration 
and out of helplessness as well as short-sighted- 
ness by the United Nations as well—was to sup- 
pose that any stability could be built in the area 
on the basis of a truce which was converted by 
one side into a “privileged sanctuary” from 
which to conduct unilateral belligerency against 
the other. Whatever emerges from the present 
crisis, it must not and cannot be a return to 
that. 

Now is the time when the issues in the Middle 
East must be settled on a lasting basis. Now is 
the time for the United Nations to prove it is 
no more than a mechanical clearing-house where 
might becomes registered as right—or if it is 
able to summon the moral strength to conceive 


and carry out a right and just solution rather 
than an expedient quibble. 

No just solution is possible which is based on 
condoning efforts to destroy a member of the 
concert of nations. And in any case, Israel’s 
determination not to let itself be destroyed 
without a struggle whose consequences are in- 
calculable has been amply demonstrated. 


America’s Middle East Policy 


When these lines appear, the results of the 
election will be known. Freed from the re- 
straints of the election period, the Administra- 
tion, if it will have been reelected, can now 
devote some attention to a question that has 
become of the highest urgency, the overhaul of 
American policy in the Middle East. And if 
is the Democrats whom the people favored, it 
will be time for them to devote some serious 
thought to a subject on which they have formu- 
lated a number of campaign promises. 

What has crippled American Middle East 
policy is that each President in turn has had to 
learn the crucial significance of Israel’s place 
in that picture, and that the State Department 
has apparently never been able to learn it. The 
obvious preponderance of the Arabs, in the strat- 
egy of the area, through their numbers, position, 
control of resources and so on makes a strong 
prima facie case for an American pro-Arab poli- 
cy—yjust as it does for a British or a Soviet pro- 
Arab policy. But anyone who tries to cooperate 
for a while with the Arabs discovers that a pro- 
Arab policy means for them, among other favors 
that are expected, a policy of destroying Israel. 
The word “destroying” is used advisedly instead 
of some better-sounding equivalent such as “cut- 
ting down to size” or “restraining” or even 
“abandoning a one-sided favoritism” towards 
Israel—because it is destruction that is meant. 
And, moreover, what the Arabs mean by a 
pro-Arab policy is that the destruction of Israel 
is to be done by the Western powers themselves, 
by their own direct action, without exposing 
the Arab countries to the risk of fighting Israel. 
The American State Department can pretend 
not to know what it is doing when it lends 
itself to a pro-Arab policy with these implica- 
tions, but an American President (and_ his 
Secretary of State) are more directly answer- 
able to the people. Sooner or later in an admin- 
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istration, an American President learns that 
there are points beyond which an American 
pro-Arab policy cannot go—points where Rus- 
sian ruthlessness can always outbid us. 

In overhauling American Middle Eastern 
policy, the central question is to eliminate 
the possibility of being faced with impossible 
conditions for the sake of Arab friendship. No 
rational American policy can be constructed 
in a situation where we can be faced with 
demands like an economic stranglehold over 
Western Europe or the unconditional abandon- 
ment of European colonists in order to merit 
Arab friendship. The certainty of losing our 
present allies in NATO is not a price America 
can pay for the uncertain prospect of sharing 
with Russia in dubious Arab friendships. Nor 
can America ever really face the prospect of 
offering up Israel as a sacrifice to Arab megalo- 
mania. Before a sounder basis for a political 
entente between America and the Arab world 
can be found, these pawns must be removed 
once and for all beyond the reach of Arab 
bargaining. 

How to do this with justice as well as prag- 
matic effect is in some cases an intricate problem. 
Of all the issues involved, the way the Israel- 
Arab conflict ought to be solved—the conflict 
which in intensity and fixity of passions may 
seem the most intractable of all—is the clearest. 
The unconditional demand for peace between 
Israel and the Arabs is the most obvious and 
(apart from the Arabs) universally understood 
constant in the whole Middle Eastern situation. 
If, after the election, the Administration takes 
the clear and unequivocal stand that the parties 
in conflict have a direct obligation to meet for 
direct peace talks, not Russia nor any other 
ostensibly disinterested party could maintain 
a position opposing this if it values world public 
opinion. 

To make such a policy effective as well as 
patently just, one essential requirement is equally 
obvious. The hope in which the Arabs hold 
out against peace is that time, or the West or 
the East, or their blockade or some other favor- 
ing circumstance will destroy Israel for them. 
This illusion must be shattered or a rational 
American policy in the Middle East will never 
become possible. Nor can we wait again for 
accumulated wisdom toward the end of the 
Administration to undo its early follies. If 
John Foster Dulles had inherited from Harry 
S. Truman the wisdom it took him a time to 
learn we might conceivably have peace between 
Israel and the Arabs today. From the first day 
of the new Administration it is essential that the 
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Arabs learn with unmistakable emphasis that 
America wishes to see Israel stand, and that 
economic cooperation, diplomatic guarantees 
and above all defensive arms will be supplied 
to put that wish into effect. 


The Scapegoats 


T= ULTIMATE effects of the upheavals in 

Eastern Europe since the Polish assertion of 
independence can hardly be measured nov, 
Whether the Russians are able to react with 
restraint or feel forced to resort at length to 
violent measures, the old regime has been shaken 
so severely that it cannot but continue to face 
incalculable changes. But one effect was cer- 
tain from the first day, and any new shock 
waves will probably make it even more apparent. 
The Jews in Poland are in imminent and in- 
creasing danger of serving as the scapegoats 
for whoever finds himself frustrated. The urg- 
ency of their emigration to Israel grows greater 
daily, and it is fervently to be hoped that what- 
ever regimes eventually establish themselves in 
Poland and other Iron Curtain countries, they 
will show understanding for the need of the 
Jews to leave. 

The danger to the Jews was made only too 
clear in Poland during the height of the 
Gomulka defiance. On the one side, Comrade 
Khrushchev could find no more venomous epi- 
thet for the upstart rebels than to call them 
agents of American imperialism—and of Zion- 
ism! On the other hand, the leaders of the 
deposed pro-Russian Communist faction include 
such outstanding Jewish names as Minc and 
Berman, and there have already been occasions 
when the enthusiasm for ousting the Russians 
expressed itself in the far more accessible form 
of pogrom attacks against Polish Jews. 

For the small Jewish community left in Poland 
there is no real security but in emigration to 
Israel. Even in the interests of their own regime, 
the new leadership that emerges in Poland could 
do nothing wiser than to let the Jews go. 
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Martyrs in Grease-Paint 


by Mordecai Shtrigler 


I po NoT know upon whose initiative this 
tour of the Yiddish State Theater of Poland 
was undertaken, but the fact remains that this 
was the first appearance of the troupe outside 
the Communist world with the express objec- 
tive of “giving Yiddish performances in non- 
Communist countries.” 

The very name of the troupe—Yiddish State 
Theater—is exciting in itself in the light of 
reports of the extermination of Jewish culture 
in the USSR. It is an indisputable fact that 
the Yiddish Theater of Poland is state-con- 
trolled. The government pays all its expenses 
(not inconsiderable) and its members are civil 
employees with the same rights as their non- 
Jewish confreres. Most significant of all is the 
fact that the Yiddish Theater of Poland did 
not enjoy official recognition until after the 
liquidation of Jewish cultural activities in the 
Soviet Union. Official circles were wdll-in- 
formed of the fate of the Yiddish theater and 
literature across the border to the east, and 
yet... There has been speculation that there may 
well be a connection between the two phe- 
nomena. 

Is this merely one of a long series of Com- 
munist. inconsistencies? Or is it only another 
proof of the old refrain which constantly crops 
up: “Things in Poland are different, say what 
you will!’ However, speculation about this can 
only be—speculation. Far more significant is 
the information given me by a Polish Jewish 
Communist whose word I have no reason to 
doubt. 

In 1948 a highly-placed Polish functionary 
returned from a visit to the Soviet Union with 
a report that Yiddish and Jewish culture were 
being systematically suppressed by the author- 
ities. Was this a signal for a similar program 
in Poland? A number of zealous officials—Jews, 
at that—believed it judicious to anticipate 
oficial action by immediately engineering the 
liquidation of Jewish culture in Poland, thus 
avoiding possible imprisonment, “‘purges”, and 
even death. In other Jewish quarters, however, 
there was a perceptible strengthening of pur- 
pose and determination, reminiscent of the spirit 





This article, based on the visit of the Yiddish State 
Theater of Poland to Paris (whose performances Mordecai 
Shtrigler attended), was written in September — before 

recent changes in the Polish regime. 


of the Warsaw Ghetto: not to capitulate to the 
bitter end. Yiddish must not perish! 

Strangely enough, this obstinacy found 
champions among Polish circles far removed 
from Jewish interests. Without any explanation, 
it was officially announced that henceforth the 
Yiddish Theater would be placed under govern- 
ment control. My informant cited names 
and details which have no place here but will 
certainly have significance for the historian. 
These bits of information helped me to fathom 
the riddle of why Jewish culture has survived 
in Poland, like an isolated oasis in the midst of 
a vast Communist desert where everything 
Jewish is being ruthlessly effaced. How have 
these pitifully few remnants left in Poland by 
Hitler managed to cling to and nurture their 
Yiddish tongue? 

Somewhere, behind official scenes, a tremen- 
dous struggle must have taken place and con- 
science emerged the victor! Let it be recorded 
that even here humanity has not become com- 
pletely atrophied. There are still, behind the 
Iron Curtain, courageous champions of a fast- 
waning Jewish culture and life. The least we 
can do is to pay tribute to their valor and 
moral integrity. 


Kn nov, this same Poland has advanced an- 

other step and permitted the Jewish theat- 
rical troupe to leave the country for a tour of 
France and Belgium. The point here lies in 
the word “Jewish.” The Soviet Union has been 
most zealous in displaying to the outside world 
its non-Jewish artists. What, then, is behind 
Poland’s choice of vehicle for its foreign 
début? 

I have heard any number of plausible theories 
advanced. Foremost was the argument that this 
was a gesture to help the Jewish Communists of 
France rehabilitate themselves. Nothing else 
but a demonstration of the “blcssoming of Yid- 
dish in the People’s Democracies” could help 
placate outraged Jewry after the ruthless de- 
struction of its culture in the Soviet Union. 
Quite a number of Polish officials formerly 
lived in France and have never severed their 
contacts with that country. It was therefore 
not difficult for them to arrange the tour of the 
Jewish theatrical group—a tour which, from 
the propaganda standpoint, is of the profound- 
est importance for the present Polish regime. 








A second theory advanced was that the pro- 
ject was undertaken because the entire Com- 
munist world (even its leadership) had been 
compromised and embarrassed by the exposure 
of the pogrom policy in Russia and it there- 
fore became a matter of immediate expediency 
to demonstrate to the outside world that not 
only does the Yiddish theater flourish behind the 
Iron Curtain, but it is even state-subsidized. 
This is the only theory that can explain Poland’s 
sponsoring so costly an undertaking (there are 
about fifty members in the Yiddish troupe and, 
however successful its tour, it could not possibly 
cover all the expenses involved were it not for 
government support). 

It also explains the permission granted the 
actors to visit the offices of the Zionist daily 
of Paris, “Unser Vort”, and the Bundist “Unser 
Shtimme”—a dispensation unheard of since the 
days of Feffer’s and Michoel’s visit to the United 
States in the 40’s. There is every indication 
that the visits were not so much “permitted,” 
as “urged,” since the delegation to the Zionist 
newspaper was accompanied by the Polish cul- 
ture-attaché. Incidentally, the troupe was per- 
mitted to accept the invitation of the Zionist 
“Federation of Jewish Organizations” to a 
reception in its honor. A miracle? Or carefully 
planned tactics? 

It should be noted that the Yiddish anti- 
Communist press of Paris did not lose its poise; 
despite the warm reception it accorded the 
troupe itself, it did not permit its readers to 
lose sight of the menace of Communism and 
continued to point out its evils. 

Like visitors permitted a fleeting glance of 
their relatives behind prison bars, Jews of all 
trends and circles streamed to the theater to 
see the Yiddish troupe from Poland. The Jewish 
Communists who had assumed a proprietorial 
manner toward the troupe were chagrined to 
find themselves relegated to the background. 

Meeting the actors face to face was one of 
the most stirring experiences I have ever had. 
Among them (as was to be expected) are a 
number of Communist Party members. But 
their eagerness to meet Jews of the free world 
knew no bounds. For myself I can state that 
it is far more moving from the human—as well 
as the moral—standpoint, to sit down over a 
cup of coffee with a Jewish Communist from 
Poland than it is with the best of their colleagues 
in Paris or New York. Fear and tragedy peers 
out of their eyes. What lies in their hearts is 
made known to you without a word. Nor do 
they indulge in pompous, stock phrases to drown 
out the voice of their conscience. Each of them 
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has passed through a personal upheaval which 
has left them more subdued, more restrained, 
more human. At times I had the feeling that 
I was in the presence of heroes, a new type of 
martyr whom we have as yet not learned to 
understand. This feeling was strengthened 
when I saw the performance of “A Goldfaden 
Dream,” which the troupe brought to Western 
Europe. 


HE ORIGINAL PLAY was written by our own 

Itzik Manger—in other words, this is not a 
Polish product. As I remember it, he wrote the 
play long before the world was aware of the 
situation of the Jews in the USSR. There is 
therefore no basis for reading into the play any 
hidden meanings or allusions to recent events 
in Russia. If the Polish troupe added anything 
at all to the script it can only be the few feeble 
thrusts at America—which are undoubtedly 
what obtained for the play official sanction to 
be included in the troupe’s repertoire abroad. 
And yet, I was not the only one to be shaken 
by some of the lines of the play, lines which 
assumed special significance issuing from the 
lips of Jewish actors from a satellite country. 
Was it only the atmosphere of silent communion 
between actors and audience that endowed these 
lines with hidden meanings? Or were we view- 
ing a demonstration of poetic intuition and 
prophecy on the part of the author, Manger? 
Or were the actors themselves injecting their 
own tragic experiences into the words they spoke 
behind the footlights? Probably each of these 
elements played its part in stirring the audience. 

Let me briefly review the theme of the play 
which is well-known to American Yiddish 
theater-goers: 


Hopke, an American producer of Yiddish 
plays, is tired of this type of entertainment, par- 
ticularly the Goldfaden repertoire, and prefers 
to launch out into cabaret-shows featuring half- 
naked chorus girls. He disbands his troupe and 
the actors go their separate ways. The prompter, 
Ozer (magnificently played by the youngest 
brother of the Turkow family, the writer and 
actor Isaac Grudberg) is in despair and in his 
misery falls into a restless sleep. He dreams that 
the Yiddish stage has again come to life and 
the Goldfaden characters pass in review before 
his eyes—Hotzmach (the sensitive creation of 
Joseph Videtzky) and his daughters, the orphan 
Mirele, Nathan ha-Cohen, the old crone, Yachne, 
and many others. They gather in a forest to 
discuss the possibility of again treading the Yid- 
dish stage. One has to see the pantomime and 
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hear the poignancy of the actors’ voices as they 
cry out: “Oh, for a Yiddish theater once more!” 

And a chill goes through the audience to 
hear one of these actors from behind the Iron 
Curtain naively ask, in the words of Goldfaden- 
Manger: “Do you think it is possible—a Yiddish 
theater? Will Hopke permit it?” And then to 
see Bobe Yachne’s upraised arms, in the tradi- 
tional gesture of hope, as she assures everyone 
that they will outlive this Hopke and all other 
Hopkes and that Yiddish will be played in 
secret, if necessary, until no sign has remained 
of the Hopkes of this world. Finally, as though 
to point up the allegory, a Russian gendarme 
appears on the stage. Although the action pre- 
sumably takes place in America, he shouts in 
purest Russian: “Yiddish nielza!” Forbidden, 
under pain of arrest and even severer punish- 
ment... this is a decree from the highest quar- 
ters. Now, if they would only stage their plays 
in German, for instance... 

And the figure of the Russian gendarme looms 
over the entire stage, brandishing his sword 
over the Yiddish language, threatening, stupidly 
drunk with power. A Russian decree is nothing 
to sneer at. Do they realize what it signifies? 
There is only one hope for them... And at this 
point the gendarme turns on his heel, puts his 
hand behind his back, with the palm invitingly 
up—prepared to receive whatever largesse will 
drop into it. 

There was no need to read any remote mean- 
ing into this scene. It was too obvious, and 
the scene played too well-known. But why did 
the audience suddenly become electrified; why 
did such a burst of relieved laughter roll over 
the theater; why did the few Yevsekes (members 
of the Jewish section of the Russian Communist 
Party) among them hang their heads in shame- 
faced embarrassment? Wonder of wonders that 
a play imported from America could produce 
such results! Especially when highly trained 
actors go through gestures that are all too 
familiar. Is it any wonder then that audience 
and players understood one another so well or 
that we suddenly had the feeling that we were 
watching a troupe of daring men and women 
who had only assumed their make-up and masks 
in order to be able to expose their own dreams 
before our eyes—in the midst of threatening 
“Hopkes” and gendarmes whose “‘Nielza” still 
echoes over a fourth of the globe? 

One of the leading members of the troupe, 
Isaac Grudberg, assured me that the Polish Gov- 
ernment would permit them to tour the United 
States. One of his colleagues sarcastically added, 
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“There are two cities where we will never be ° 
permitted to play—New York and Moscow.” 


[7 WouLp sEEM, after all, that things in Poland 

are different. The actors moved about freely 
while they were in Paris, meeting with whom- 
ever they wished and not afraid to be seen even 
with such a “Red-baiter” as myself. Attacks 
against their own regime are a common feature 
of the present-day Polish press (I have in mind 
such an article as Antoni Slonimski’s “To the 
Defense of the Intelligentsia”). In that land 
almost without Jews, we find the only Yiddish 
art theater still left in the world and a number 
of Yiddish publishing-houses and Yiddish jour- 
nals. Discounting the tendentious element, the 
Yiddish State Theater of Poland is probably the 
only Yiddish theater that is still producing 
young actors who speak a pure Yiddish. It was 
in Poland that the first protests were heard 
within Communist circles against Stalin’s per- 
secution of Jewish culture in the USSR 
(through the official, secret article “Our Pain 
and Our Comfort!”—actually written by 
Hersch Smoliar) and it was the Polish Yevsekes 
who first dared to ask certain embarrassing 
questions. All of these facts are well-known. 
When I asked a Polish Jewish Communist for 
an explanation, he replied sharply, “Because we 
were more daring.” 

His “we” referred to a number of Polish 
government officials (the day will come when 
their behavior and attitudes will have to be 
recorded) as well as to a number of the Jewish 
Communists (not all of them, naturally). Ac- 
cording to my informant, certain sectors of the 
Jewish intelligentsia were prepared for reper- 
cussions, even to the point of possible execution. 
But they were determined to throw off the 
paralyzing lethargy that had made groveling 
cretins of many of their colleagues, had reached 
the limits of their own endurance and had come 
to the very edge of a a psychic abyss when they 
vowed: No farther! This may explain why 
there were fewer informers in Poland than in 
any other country. 

This same man then turned to me and said 
by way of accusation—which only such as he 
may be allowed to voice: “If only all of them, 
from Markish to Feffer, had realized in time 
when to stop: so far and no farther! They might 
have fared better...” 

In a subdued voice, he added: “Not to men- 
tion our comrades in America who do not live 
in the shadow of fear.” 

And then, lowering his voice to a bare whisper, 
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he breathed into my ear: “What cowards they 
are, although they have never even felt the 
prick of a pin.” 

We understood one another, and lapsed into 
silence. The Paris sun set serenely but his words 
remained burning in my brain. “If only they 
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had been more daring...” and before my eye 
I again saw the scene from the Goldfaden play 
and I realized that daring has survived among 
the small remnants of Polish Jewry. 

Perhaps that is why we could sit so friendly 
together and part with such a warm handclasp, 


The Bridge of Jacob's Daughters 


by Leo 


HE MIDDLE-AGED American tourist from Bal- 

timore, Maryland, took another look at his 
leather-bound pocket Bible and turned towards 
the youthful looking tourist guide, a sabra from 
Jerusalem: “Look, bud, it says in The Book that 
Jacob had only one daughter, Dinah, so why do 
you call this here bridge Gesher B’not Yaakov, 
which means, in Hebrew, The Bridge of Jacob’s 
Daughters?” 

The guide, a former Israel Army lieutenant, 
scratched his curly head, looked up his own 
guidebook and finally admitted that the name 
must have been a mistake. “It should have been 
Gesher Bat Yaakov instead of Gesher B’not Ya- 
akov,” he declared. “So why don’t you people 
correct the name?”, the tourist persisted. “Search 
me,” the guide shrugged his broad shoulders, “I 
am not the namegiving committee. .. .” 

After much photographing and posing for 
photographs, the entire tourist party reboarded 
the luxurious tourist bus, which turned around 
with some difficulty on the narrow road, and 
left for the safety, comforts, and aircondition- 
ing of the Zion Hotel in Haifa. What was left 
were the mute, for the time being, barrels of 
Arab and Jewish machineguns on both sides of 
the bridge and the old-looking, but not old- 
acting, bridge itself. According to an old Arab 
legend, Jacob’s daughters (the legitimate Dinah 
mentioned in the Bible and one illegitimate 
daughter mentioned by the Arabs), used to 
bathe in a sulphur spring on the river’s western 
bank. To facilitate the girls’ bathing sessions, 
their brothers built them a small stone bridge 
over the Jordan so that they could get across 
without having to negotiate the river’s deep 
ne current, and thus the bridge’s name was 

orn. 


The Bridge of Jacob’s Daughters in English, 
Gesher B’not Yaakov in Hebrew, and Gissar 
Bannat Yaakov in Arabic, is a holy place to the 


Leo Heiman is a resident of Israel. His articles have 
appeared in the English press of that country. 


Heiman 


Arabs who believed, and still believe, in its super- 
natural charms. 

All Arab erring wives, guilty of adultery or 
suspected of it, used to be brought by their hus. 
bands to bathe in the thousands-of-years-old sul- 
phur spring where Dinah and her illegitimate 
sister (so the Arabs say), used to bathe under 
her brothers’ protection. The superstitious Arabs 
believed that Dinah’s spirit haunted the old sul- 
phur spring, ready to wreak vengeance on all 
wayward wives. According to the Bible, Dinah 
was herself raped in her youth and this is the 
reason, the Arabs believe, why she hates any of- 
fenders against “normal sex” so much. What 
the husbands believed, however, was not half as 
important as what their wives believed, and 
there are cases on record when superstitious Arab 
wives, guilty of adultery, would rather commit 
suicide than enter the sulphur spring under the 
bridge. They believed that Dinah’s spirit would 
drag them down to hell and they would kiss their 
husbands’ feet and ask for forgiveness only to be 
excused from having to bathe at Dinah’s Spring. 


THE Arass of Israel cannot bring their wives 

to the spring now, and this for the same rea 
son that no Jew, unless he wants to visit the 
nearest morgue with a bullet in his head, can 
bathe there. The spring is deserted now and 
overgrown with tall weeds and reeds, while the 
bridge itself, an umpteenth descendant of the 
original stone bridge built by Dinah’s good 
brothers, is covered by dozens of machineguns 
from both sides of the frontier. Times have 
changed since Dinah visited the place, but ont 
thing did not change: now as then the narrow 
bridge is extremely important to whoever holds 
it. 

Historical records show that at least twenty 
major battles were fought over the bridge by 
Jews, Arabs, Assyrians, Syrians, Egyptians, 
Turks, Crusaders, Saracens, English, Germans, 
Australians, French and other races, tribes and 
nations, 
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The reason for the bridge’s importance is and 
has always been simple: the only road connect- 
ing the Holy Land with Damascus has to pass 
over it. There are two other roads between Israel 
and Syria, but this is the only direct one, and 
the oldest to boot. The old Cairo-Damascus 
trade route passed over the bridge, as does the 
new Haifa-Damascus road. In 1799, the Bridge 
of Jacob’s Daughters was the northernmost 
point of Napoleon’s advance during his Pales- 
tinian Campaign, and the French troops fought 
a bitter battle with the Turks over the narrow 
bridge through which the Turks attempted to 
rush reinforcements to their besieged garrison at 
Acre. 

In 1918, towards the end of the First World 
War, General Allenby’s Australian and English 
troops fought and defeated the German-Turkish 
Army in the Battle of the Jordan, when a last 
stand was made by the enemy at the Bridge of 
Jacob’s Daughters in a vain attempt to halt the 
British advance towards Damascus. Guided by 
Jewish farmers from nearby Rosh-Pina, who 
yolunteered as scouts, the British forces smashed 
the German-Turkish bridgehead and captured 
Damascus within 48 hours. 

Some 30 years later, in May, 1948, the Syrian 

Army poured across the river to attack the Jew- 
ish village of Mishmar Hayarden which over- 
looked the bridge and straddled the all important 
Damascus-Haifa highway on the western bank. 
Repeated Syrian attacks were repulsed by the 
Jewish settlers, bolstered by units of the Iftach 
Infantry Brigade of the newly-born Israel 
Army. 
At the end of May, however, the Israeli High 
Command was thrust upon the horns of a dilem- 
ma: strong Arab Legion forces encircled Jeru- 
salem and pushed on towards Tel Aviv. Un- 
less the Arab front could be broken through at 
Latrun to relieve besieged Jerusalem, the fall of 
the Holy City was imminent and Tel Aviv itself 
was in mortal danger. 

The cream of the young Israel Army was pit- 
ted against the overwhelming Arab Legion 
forces at Latrun. The first two Israeli attacks 
failed and the only remaining combat-ready and 
not combat-mauled Israeli brigade left in the en- 
tire Israel Army was the same Iftach Brigade, 
which had successfully beat the Syrians at Mish- 
mar Hayarden. 

The risk was great: on the one hand, if the 
Latrun struggle were given up, Jerusalem would 
fall and the Arab Legion would be free to mass 
for an attack on Tel Aviv. On the other hand, 
if the Iftach Brigade were withdrawn from the 
Jordan Front, the Syrians would be free to ad- 
vance towards Haifa. 
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It was up to David Ben Gurion to take the 
final decision, and the decision taken by him was 
so daring that only one of Napoleon’s decisions 
(in the Battle of Austerlitz) can be compared 
to it. “Jerusalem must be saved at all costs,” 
Ben Gurion decided, and the Iftach Brigade was 
taken off the Jordan Front and rushed in a hurry 
to the Latrun sector where it attacked as soon 
as it dismounted from the trucks and_ buses 
which brought it. 


Tactically, the third Latrun attack was a fail- 
ure too, for Latrun remained in Arab hands and 
the Iftach Brigade was mauled up. Strategically, 
however, it was a decisive victory of Israel’s War 
of Independence, for the Arab forces at Latrun 
almost gave in and the Arab Legion command 
rushed most of the units at Jerusalem to Latrun 
to stem the tide of the Jewish attack. The de- 
fenders of Jerusalem regained some of the lost 
ground and a new route to relieve the beleagu- 
ered city was broken through the Judean Moun- 
tains. Tel Aviv was saved too and the offensive 
power of the Arab Legion was so blunted that 
Dayan’s daring commando raid in July captured 
Lydda and Ramleh without too much trouble. 
On the Jordan Front, however, the worst that 
was feared happened as thousands of heavily- 
armed Syrian troops, supported by artillery, air- 
craft and tanks, poured across the Bridge of 
Jacob’s Daughters to attack Mishmar Hayarden. 
It was then defended by a handful of set- 
tlers, men and women, armed with a few light 
arms and without sufficient ammunition, who 
faced the entire organized might of the hundred 
times superior Syrian Army. Still, the first Syr- 
ian attacks were repulsed with bloody losses to 
the enemy, but the Syrians came back in force. 
After a few days of uninterrupted attacks, the 
isolated settlement, left without any artillery or 
air support, and without ammunition or replace- 
ments, fell in bitter hand-to-hand combat, its 
few survivors being captured by the Syrians. 
The Syrians were jubilant, for the conquest of 
Mishmar Hayarden opened to their army a direct 
route of approach towards Haifa, always coveted 
by Syria as a much-needed outlet to the Mediter- 
ranean. 


Syria’s Prime Minister arrived in person at the 
Bridge of Jacob’s Daughters to change its name, 
in a grandiose official ceremony, to Baab Allantis- 
sar (Gateway to Victory, in Arabic). The name- 
changing ceremony had to be cancelled in a hur- 
ry, however, for something happened to throw 
a monkey-wrench into the delicately balanced 
gears of the Syrian plans of conquest. The mon- 
key-wrench was thrown, once again, by David 
Ben Gurion, who realized, just as well as the Syr- 
ians, or even better, the importance of Mishmar 
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Hayarden as a gateway to the Galilee. The Syrian 
Army had to be stopped at all costs, but, as at 
Latrun, there were no combat-ready Jewish 
units to be thrown into the breach. There were, 
at that time, only undersized brigades in the 
whole Israel Army, and they had to fight at nine 
fronts at once, against twenty-one reinforced 
enemy brigades (three Arab Legion, two Iraqi, 
three Syrian, two Arab Liberation Army, one 
Lebanese, one Moslem volunteer, and nine 
Egyptian). 

Daringly, Ben Gurion again took a calculated 
risk and ordered the Carmeli Brigade taken off 
its front in the Galilee and sent against the Syr- 
ians at Mishmar Hayarden. The risk was very 
great, for, uncontained by the Carmeli Brigade, 
the Iraqis could break through across the Valley 
of Jezreel to link up with the Arab Liberation 
Army at Nazareth and wipe out all Jewish set- 
tlements there, but this time the gamble paid off 
even more handsomely than at Latrun. The 
Arabs were completely fooled by a few feigned 
moves and did not attempt any major attacks 
at a time when they could have marched across 
the Valley of Jezreel without any serious oppo- 
sition. 

At the same time, the Carmeli Brigade coun- 
terattacked the Syrians on the Jordan River 
front and pushed them back, regaining Mishmar 
Hayarden and the Bridge of Jacob’s Daughters 
by the time the so-called Armistice was signed. 


HIS BRINGS Us right up to the present times. 
But for the United Nations-imposed Armis- 
tice, designed to save the Arabs from total defeat 
and disintegration, the victorious Israel Army 
could have easily crossed the river and marched 
towards Damascus. As it is, the narrow pre- 
fabricated Bailey Bridge, built on the pillars of 
the old stone bridge which was blown up in one 
of the battles, does not serve to connect two 
worlds. Instead, it serves to divide the Jewish 
World from the Arab World and, in the minds 


of all Israelis, it became synonymous with blood- 


shed and hatred. 


Two gloomy stone buildings looking like for- 
tresses, which is what they really are, look sus- 
piciously upon each other from both sides of the 
river over the bridge. 

On the western bank stands the old British 
police station, now a post of the Israel Border 
Guard, facing the old French customs station 
across the river, now a post of the Syrian Army. 


In the not-so-good old days these two gloomy 
buildings, surrounded by big clumps of trees, 
were humming beehives of activity, mostly com- 
mercial and slightly shady in character. All sorts 
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of bribery, graft, corruption and rackets flour- 
ished at the Bridge of Jacob’s Daughters, and 
neither the proud and haughty British nor the 
quick-witted and intelligent French were averse 
to making a little fast money on the side. From 
Syria, over the bridge, came caravans with 
opium, hashish, and other drugs, and big trans- 
ports of illegal Jewish immigrants who were al- 
lowed to cross the bridge at one Pound per head, 
Since such illegal immigration caravans were 
usually about 500 strong, and 500 Pounds was 
about $2,000 in those days, no wonder that busi- 
ness was good at the old bridge. 


From Palestine came innocent-looking can- 
vas-covered trucks carrying all sorts of contra- 
band, from alcoholic drinks and razor blades, to 
young plump Arab boys and fat women for the 
harems and entertainment spots of Damascus and 
Aleppo. Now the only traffic that goes over the 
bridge is white United Nations vehicles, at the 
rate of about one in two days, as well as “‘stiff- 
exchange” of dead military personnel found on 
the other side, and prisoner-exchange, which 
takes place about once in two years. In between, 
which means most of the time, the bridge is as 
dead as Jacob’s daughters. A cobweb of field- 
telephone lines goes down the steep slopes of the 
Syrian side to connect the Syrian trenches and 
foxholes on the eastern bank with the main 
stronghold in the old customs house, whose win- 
dows serve now as lookout posts and machinegun 
nests. From the customs house uphill runs an- 
other network of lines to connect the Syrian ar- 
tillery positions and mortar emplacements, clear- 
ly visible from the Israeli side along the barren 
ridge of the Syrian Plateau. 


Looking towards the south, the beginning of 
the uncompleted Jordan Canal is visible. This 
canal, if and when completed, would divert the 
river's waters from their mad unproductive 
downward rush and make them turn the wheels 
of electricity-producing turbines at the giant 
power stations planned as a part of the Jordan 
River Project. 

Since the Arabs have sabotaged the American 
Johnston Plan, the men of the Israel Border 
Guard at their lonely post expect Israel action 
on the project. ‘The accoustics are wonderful 
here in the valley,” says Sergeant Rahamim of 
the Gesher B’not Yaakov Frontier Station, ‘“‘when 
you fire one shot, the echoes make it sound like 
a hundred, when you fire a hundred, you think 
it’s ten thousand, and when you really open up 
with mortars, machineguns and stuff, you think 
the world is coming down. Man, I tell you, the 
Syrians like to fire at us, but they really don’t 
like it when we throw some stuff back at them. 
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When things get hot here, as they probably will 
now, we're going to let them have it now... .” 

Uphill on the Israeli side and overlooking the 
frontier station, the charred ruins of Mishmar 
Hayarden are a mute witness of the Glory of 
1948. The valiant village has never been rebuilt 
for lack of survivors, and its fields have been di- 
vided between two new settlements which were 
born on both sides of the Haifa-Damascus High- 
way after the war: the Kibbutz Hagovrim, on 
the northern side, and Kibbutz Bnai Safad on the 
southern side. 

When you drive along the main Haifa high- 
way from Rosh Pina, you must take a right turn 
near the old British Army camps and airfield 
at Mahanayim. This is where the old road to- 
wards Damascus used to run. Now the highway 
is still there, but whatever traffic there is belongs 
mostly to the kibbutzim of Bnai Safad and Ha- 
govrim, or the third kibbutz of Mahanayim, 
built east of the old airfield, which backs up the 
other two deployed along the border. This tri- 
angle of kibbutzim: Mahanayim at the main 
highway and Hagovrim and Bnai Safad on either 
side of the bridge on the border itself, will be 
a triangle of steel and fire if ever the Syrians 
try their luck again in an attack across the river. 


BETWEEN THE Hagovrim junction and the 

frontier station, the road becomes a narrow 
weed-overgrown track. The weeds encroach 
slowly upon the highway, gobbling it up inch 
by inch until now, eight years after the weeds 
started their assiduous work, only a track wide 
enough for one vehicle is left in the middle. 
Still, the stubborn weeds grow in cracks in the 
road’s hard unrepaired surface and would have 
covered the rest of it were it not for the police, 
UN and tourist vehicles which use the road’s 
winding downhill curves to get to the frontier 
station. 

The frontier roadblock, manned by the green- 
beretted men of the Border Guard, is as far as 
anyone can go without getting shot. Between 
the roadblock and the bridge proper, which is 
about a thousand feet away, lies a lonely, de- 
serted and waste stretch of road completely 
weed-overgrown and _ wild-looking. Yellow, 
blue and red wild-flowers grow in the tracks 
made in the road’s surface by rains and storms, 
and even if the flowers are crushed occasionally 
by the wheels of a white UN jeep or a brown 
Israeli ambulance which delivers the bodies of 
Syrians killed in Israeli territory, they grow 
again without being disturbed more than once 
or twice a week. 

Between the roadblock and the river bank is 
a danger zone, where only the Border Guard 
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patrols venture out for their daily and nightly 
flirtation with death. 

The bridge itself is no-man’s-land. Actually, 
the bridge as well as the eastern bank is Israeli 
territory. When delineating the Syrian-Pales- 
tine border in 1920-1922, the British took great 
pains to leave both sides of the Jordan River 
and all shores of Lake Kinneret within Palestine 
territory. They did not care about the Jews 
then, nor did they believe a Jewish State ever 
possible, but they simply did not want to give 
precious water resources to their French rivals 
so as to prevent any development of Syrian areas 
along the Palestine border. 


Well, Palestine exists no longer and Israel in- 
herited the British-French international border- 
line from its unwilling British “benefactors.” In 
the Lake Kinneret area, the real border has been 
drawn with the Israel Army bayonets on several 
occasions so that now there is no question as to 
what belongs to whom, but on the Jordan Front, 
out of deference to American wishes, no at- 
tempt to enforce the legal borderline has been 
made. The result is that the Syrians have grab- 
bed the entire eastern bank, which legally be- 
longs to Israel, have built trenches and other for- 
tifications there and have laid claim to half of 
the Jordan River waters, preventing by threat 
of force any implementation of Israel’s Jordan 
River Project. 


Nothing looks more peaceful than the Bridge 
of Jacob’s Daughters bathed in a scorching mid- 
day sun or lit by the silver rays of the full moon 
rising high over the Syrian Plateau. Nothing is 
more deceptive than this peacefulness, At night, 
Syrian patrols go out to kidnap Israelis who ven- 
ture out to the river, so as to extract from them 
information by torture or to hold them for ran- 
som. Syrian spies and saboteurs wade across the 
river, and the men of the Israel Border Guard, 
their grim faces smeared with black soot to make 
them invisible at night, roam the Israeli bank in 
search for the enemy. 


If you “shot” the bridge with a simple black- 
and-white film, both sides would look the same, 
as they look to some color-blind Western diplo- 
mats and United Nations peacemakers. It is 
only when you use a good color film that the 
differences stand out in all their magnitude. The 
steep slopes of the Syrian Plateau tower over the 
lower and more gentle slopes of the Israeli side. 
The Syrian side is brown, barren and gloomy. 
The Israeli side is green and blossoming. If peo- 
ple work on the Syrian side it is only to dig more 
mortar emplacements and to build more pill- 
boxes. No.civilians can be seen on the Syrian 
side. On the Israeli side you see young men, 
women and children toiling in the fields and gar- 
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dens, driving tractors, milking cows and tending 
chickens. Most of the construction in the two 
kibbutzim near the bridge is far from being 
warlike. At present, with the nurseries and 
children’s kindergartens completed, dining halls 
are being built and, after that, apartments for 
married couples will be constructed. True, no 
kibbutz is going to be caught asleep by the Syr- 
ians, and each is surrounded by a real Maginot 
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Line of bunkers, trenches, shelters and barbed. 
wire entanglements, But, as the weary kibbutz. 
niks say with a bitter smile, “this is one piece 
of work we hope will be wasted.” They spend 
most of their money not on food or clothes for 
themselves, but on steel and concrete for fortifi. 
cations, but they really hope and pray that they 
won’t have to use them. If they do, however, 
the enemy will find them well prepared. 


The South, Segregation, and the Jew: 
A First-Hand Report 


by Albert Vorspan 


A 14-year-old boy from Chicago lying in his 
own cold blood in a Mississippi swamp—“when 
Christians say thou shalt not kill, they do not 
refer to Emmet Till”—A mob, with stones and 
eggs in their hands and murder in their hearts 
because a girl with dark skin was enrolled at the 
University of Alabama—hi, ho, hi, ho, Autherine 
must go—Separate water fountains, separate 
schools, separate toilets, separate waiting- 
rooms—separate but equal, it says here, but 
powerfully strong on the “separate” and mighty 
weak on the “equal”—A senator from Missis- 
sippi, chairman of the all-powerful Senate 
Judiciary Committee, delegated by the Republic 
with the awesome authority to combat subver- 
sives like The New York Times speaks in the 
calm, measured tones of American Patriotism: 
“The United States Supreme Court is a judicial 
tyranny by a nine-man oligarchy. It was brain- 
washed by the Communists. Everybody knows 
the Nigras are an inferior race, and we in the 
South ave not gonna permit the mongrelizing 
of the races, now or ever!” And while this 
guardian of America, this omnipresent detector 
of subversion, zealously guards our way of life, 
a man is shot in broad daylight on the steps of 
the court-house of a Mississippi town for the 
unpardonable sin of registering to vote... The 
Supreme Court has spoken, Southerner, and 
how will you answer? ... Gotta get me a gun... 
Pass the manifesto... Let’s interpose... Let’s 
nullify... Organize another White Citizens 
Council... Put on the squeeze... You're either 
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for us or against us, pal... You, Nigra, hear 
tell you belong to that NAACP. Better get 
off there, boy, your rent going up four times, 
no more deliveries to your store, and your wife 
being fired from her job as cook over at Mr. 
Boss’ house... Git back there to the back of the 
bus with the rest of the Supreme Court... The 
soft, subtle smell of magnolia and decadence... 
You Yankees don’t understand our problem. 
We don’t hate the Nigras, why my cook—my 
maid—my nurse—my chauffeur—the boy who 
sweeps my place—why, they’re happy this way, 
they don’t want no change. You don’t under- 
stand, they’re like animals, a nice old mule or 
shaggy dog, and we take good care of ’em... 
Gotta stop that be-bop music ... Stop that King 
Cole... Stop that minister, he been talking too 
much... Stop that editor, he’s just beggin’ to 
be tarred and feathered... Rouse out the Klan, 
time to march again... Burn that cross... Scare 
that nigger-lover... And the daily incessant 
acid of humiliation and poverty eating into the 
flesh and consuming the heart ...The virus of 
hate, for which no Jonas Salk has found a 
vaccine, spreading and spreading its foul 
contamination. 


EFORE I made a tour of the Deep South this 

spring, these were the harsh, perhaps stereo- 
typed, images which made up my mental picture 
of the Deep South. They still do. Because they 
are—all of them—parts of the reality of the 
South today. It is not, however, the whole pic- 
ture. Alongside these shadows, there are some 
lights. And of special interest is the particular 
situation of the Southern Jew in this crisis. Be- 
fore turning to this problem, however, I should 
like to offer a few general comments on the 
current dilemma of the South as a backdrop 
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against which the particular Jewish situation 
must be viewed. 

The Supreme Court desegregation decision 
of May, 1954, represented the most significant 
civil rights advance in American history since 
the Civil War. It climaxed the dramatic pro- 
gress of recent decades in which racial barriers 
had been swept aside with increasing rapidity in 
higher education, employment, interstate trans- 
portation, and organized sports. But the acute 
racial tension which has mushroomed in the 
South in the wake of the Supreme Court decision 
poses a moral crisis which overshadows every 
other domestic national issue. 

Two months after the Supreme Court’s first 
ruling on desegregation of public schools, the 
first White Citizens Council met in Indianola, 
Sunflower County, Mississippi. Professing to 
be dedicated to the “preservation of our states’ 
rights, to fight integration of schools and deseg- 
regation in general by any and all legal means,” 
the organization spread rapidly. There are now 
more than 300 Councils in the state of Mississippi 
alone. Similar Councils have been organized in 
Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, South Carolina, 
Alabama, Georgia, and Florida. Unlike the old 
Ku Klux Klans, the Councils admit women, have 
no secret membership, and ostensibly disapprove 
of violence. Instead of the hood and the burning 
cross, the Citizens Councils, which frequently 
attract the most influential leaders of the business 
and political community, rely primarily on 
economic weapons. Economic pressure is applied 
to persuade politicians, merchants, ministers, 
and others to join the White Citizens Council 
and to express a belief in segregation. Economic 
sanctions are directed against Negroes who try 
to exercise their right to vote and who partici- 
pate in the movement for integration of the 
public schools. Negroes are discharged from 
their jobs, banks foreclose their mortgages, credit 
is suddenly withdrawn, and distributors refuse 
to supply Negro merchants. Pressures are also 
brought to bear to “straighten out” white minis- 
ters and newspaper editors who refuse to con- 
form to the prevailing segregationist viewpoint. 
Refusal to conform in many deep Southern 
communities is tantamount to sticking one’s 
head in the mouth of a cannon. 

In several Southern states, the White Citizens 
Council has virtually become the unofficial gov- 
erning body of the state. Like the Nazi party 
in the pre-Hitler days, the Councils are grounded 
in lawlessness, in contempt for constitutional 
authority. While piously eschewing violence, 
they provide a sanction for those who are willing 
to go to any lengths, including murder, to 
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prevent integration. But the danger of the 
Citizen Councils goes even deeper. It has become 
frighteningly clear that the last-ditch segrega- 
tionists of the South are willing to jettison 
fundamental and time-honored American liber- 
ties in order to prevent integration. Freedom 
of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of 
association—these are in jeopardy. In Louisiana, 
it is a crime to belong to the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Colored People; 
in Georgia, the Attorney General has sought to 
make it a crime, punishable by death, to work for 
racial integration. In South Carolina, Georgia, 
and Virginia, the governors have organized plans 
to destroy the system of public education if 
necessary in order to circumvent integration 
of the schools. These are dark portents. They are 
among the many indications that, in an hysteri- 
cal and desperate effort to preserve a foredoomed 
system, the Deep South may, like Samson, uproot 
the foundations and topple the entire structure 
of constitutional democracy as we understand it. 

Nothing could be more foolish than to believe 
that it is only Negro rights which are involved 
in this crisis. There is, of course, much more. 
What is involved is the future of American 
democracy, the status of America in interna- 
tional relations, and the integrity of cur land. 
Believing as I do that this struggle will help 
to determine the shape of the America to come— 
and thus inevitably affect the future of Amer- 
ican Jewry, I welcomed the opportunity to study 
the segregation problem in a number of Southern 
cities. 


NE OF THE factors which struck me is the 

complete breakdown of communication be- 
tween the white and Negro races in the Deep 
South. This breakdown is the result of the deter- 
ioration of race relations since the Court’s 
decision. It must be borne in mind that, within 
the framework of rigid segregation, the Deep 
South maintained a pattern of paternalism in 
its attitude toward the Negro. A white employer 
would think nothing of rushing his sick maid 
to the hospital and sitting up half the night with 
her family, or advancing a loan, or getting a 
hired hand out of legal or financial trouble. But 
the pressure of recent events has profoundly 
upset the situation. Increasingly the Negro no 
longer wants paternalism or segregation; merelv 
his rights. And the white Southerner, confused 
and shocked by the changing situation, is resent- 
ful of the Negro’s apparent ingratitude and 
“sassiness”. In a city like Montgomery, Alabama, 
there is today virtually no real communication 
between the white and Negro races. The gulf 
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between them is deep and wide. Whatever foot- 
bridges existed in the past have been burned. 
The result is that grievances feed on themselves. 
Getting Negro and white leaders to sit down 
together, to discuss their problems, to com- 
municate, is the most urgent need in the Deep 
South today. 

The Deep South has been polarized on the 
racial question. There is the White Citizens 
Council, with the power structure of the com- 
munity often behind it, on one side. There is 
the NAACP, with the law of the land at least 
ostensibly behind it, on the other. Most of the 
“moderates” of the middle have been unwilling 
to expose themselves to the withering cross-fire 
of vilification and economic pressures. Many of 
those who tried have been silenced and intimi- 
dated. A few moderate voices continue to be 


heard. 


The South is in the process of profound 
social revolution. Growing industrialization has 
brought many significant effects in its wake. 
And, increasingly, the world at large will no 
longer hold still. Thousands of Southern Negroes 
have been in Bastogne and Korea, alongside other 
Americans of various colors and religions fight- 
ing for freedom; they are not the same when 
they return. Neither are Southern whites who 
have had the same experience. America now 
stands as leader of the free world against Com- 
munist tyranny; American Negroes believe that 
freedom is not only a good thing for the Indo- 
nesians, the Germans, the Poles, and the Cypriots, 
but for themselves, too. For these and other 
reasons, the Southern Negro has found a new 
measure of self-confidence and maturity. He 
has found new resources in the law and intends 
to use them; but, more, he has found resources 
in himself and he intends to make use of them 
to the fullest. Defenders of segregation in the 
South continue to recite the bromides about how 
the “nigra prefers segregation, my cook told 
me,” but the Negroes of Montgomery have been 
walking for many months now, cooks and all, 
in the most amazing demonstration of passive 
resistance in American history, and they won’t 
stop until segregation goes. The segregationists 
contend that the “nigra is just not ready” but 
it is the Negro, and not the white, in community 
after community who has been responsible and 
restrained, rejecting the path of violence despite 
hard provocation, standing up for his rights 
despite mean intimidation, patiently going to 
the courts and to the processes of law to get 
what is lawfully his. It is the white who has 
preferred the whip and the knout, the hood and 
the dreaded black-list. The Negro is still the 
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South’s greatest undeveloped resource, and in 
this present test he is showing the ore of Courage 
and plain dignity so long concealed under Uncle. 
Tom defenses. 

It is a commonplace in the North that segre. 
gation throughout the United States is doomed. 
What surprised me is that many, perhaps most, 
of the intransigent and bitter apostles of segre- 
gation—those whose battle hymn is “come weal 
or come woe, my status is quo”—realize in their 
secret hearts and will admit privately that they 
are merely fighting for time and that desegre. 
gation is inevitable. They admit sadly that their 
own children do not share their views. There js 
a tide flowing which cannot be stemmed—and 
even those with their thumbs sticking desper- 
ately in the dikes, hysterically commanding the 
rushing waters to stay, know deep inside that 
in the end they cannot win. 


E NORTHERNERS sometimes think we can 

bring the South into line by persuasion and 
pressure. It is true that pressure from the North, 
especially that applied by the federal government 
itself, has been responsible for much of the 
progress which the South has made over the 
years in race relations. It was not love of the 
Negro which has resulted in the hundreds of 
beautiful modern Negro public schools and 
public housing developments to which South- 
erners point with pride. What inspired the 
economically backward South to spend millions 
of dollars on Negro schools and housing projects 
was a desperate last-ditch bid to get the Supreme 
Court off its neck. Now that the Court has ruled 
against segregation itself, the South has suddenly 
become enamored of the concept of “separate 
but equal” which it largely ignored since 1896. 

But what Northerners fail to recognize is the 
deep emotional rootage of “the Southern way 
of life.” Back of it is the ineradicated memory 
of the Reconstruction Era when uneducated 
Negroes were given authority over whites. Back 
of it lies the deep-seated sense of guilt and in- 
security of the Southern white who needs to 
keep the Negro “in his place” as much for 
psychological as for economic reasons. And back 
of it lies the irrational but overwhelming fear 
of intermarriage. Scratch almost any white 
person in the Deep South and this stark fear is 
revealed. I asked an intelligent white lawyer in 
New Orleans why he is against Negro rights. 
“I’m not,” he said, “but the problem is that 
you can’t stop this thing once it starts. Legal 
equality will lead to social equality and then to 
intermarriage. It’s the school-room, to the din- 
ing room, to the bedroom. And that I’ll fight.” 
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It is not being “‘moderate” to recognize that this 
deep-seated emotional complex cannot be over- 
come suddenly; it is merely facing up to reality, 
as the Supreme Court itself has done in refusing 
to set down rigid deadlines for compliance with 
its decision. The truth is that there are many 
Souths, differing widely from each other in 
historical background, political and social atti- 
tudes, the ratio of Negro population to white, 
and in interracial experiences and traditions. 


The South is a tormented land. Clouds and 
shadows darken every Deep Southern commun- 
ity. Every person from here to Bombay, who 
can read a headline, knows about them. But, 
under the shadows and clouds, there are dimly 
burning wicks of light. Public school desegrega- 
tion has been achieved to some extent in 350 
school districts in nine of the 17 Southern states 
which were formerly completely segregated. 
Golf courses are operated on an integrated 
fashion in Atlanta, Georgia; Nashville, Tennes- 
see; and Asheboro, High Point, and Thomasville, 
North Carolina. Negroes have been elected or 
appointed to school boards in Nashville and 
Knoxville, Tennessee; Winston-Salem, Raleigh, 
Salisbury, and Greensboro, North Carolina; 
Augusta and Atlanta, Georgia. That many 
Southerners, although strongly opposed to racial 
integration, will choose lawful obedience rather 
than mob rule was dramatically demonstrated in 
Clinton, Tennessee. And the ultimate lunacy 
of the die-hard segregationists was stated, tragic- 
ally, by a 14-year-old school girl in Clay, Ken- 
tucky: “I would rather grow up to be an idiot 
than go to school with Niggers.” 


THE acony and conflict of today will pro- 

duce—is already producing—a “new South.” 
This will not be the South of Senator Eastland, 
of the Ku Klux Klan, of the White Citizens 
Councils, and the cheap politicians who now 
are elected by waving the bloody shirt of race. 
The foundation for the new South is being built 
slowly and surely by many people. These are 
some of them... 


In the tiny town of Petal, Mississippi, there 
lives a young man with his wife and 3-year-old 
daughter. His last name is East. He has no first 
name—just the initials P.D. P.D. is a native 
Mississippian, and he loves the rolling, green 
hills and the natural beauty of his state. P.D. 
is an editor of a country newspaper, a weekly, 
which he calls simply the Petal Paper. It is an 
unpretentious little paper. He does all the 
writing and his wife does the art work. Circu- 
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lation is pushing 2000. But it probably won’t 
get much higher, because P.D. makes the mistake 
of valuing truth and freedom above circulation. 
And the truth, as P.D. writes it up in the Petal 
Paper, is that the White Citizens Council is a 
fraud, that Mississippi’s treatment of the Negro 
is a scandal and a disgrace, that Senator Eastland 
is unworthy of public office, that Mississippi 
had better clean up the situation in which only 
20,000 Negroes out of more than a million 
are permitted to vote, that the state will never 
meet its problems by violence and hatred but 
only by calling whites and Negroes together 
to work out their common problems. P.D. is 
not very popular in Mississippi. Hodding Carter, 
well-known and courageous Mississippi editor 
who is P.D.’s idol, says that P.D. will either win 
the Pulitzer Prize or he will be run out of town 
on a rail. Carter is probably right. Because for 
an editor to refuse to conform in Mississippi is 
like putting his head in front of the mouth of 
acannon. P.D. knows all about that, and he has 
a whole file of letters threatening his life. Then 
why does he do it? I asked him that question. 
“I’m not a hero, and I’m not a crusader. I’m 
just a country editor. But I can’t look the other 
way when the most important issue of my life 
hits me smack in the face. I do it because—well, 
because I can’t help it. There are lots of white 
people who think as I do, but they are afraid 
to open their mouths. But when they get my 
paper and take it into their houses and draw the 
blinds and sit there by themselves, they read the 
paper and they know they are not alone.” Nor 
is East alone. There are other decent, courageous 
editors in several other Deep Southern cities who 
will continue to speak the truth. 


In New Orleans, Louisiana, there is an old man 
grown tired and worn by generations of service 
to his church and his country. He is Archbishop 
Joseph Rummel, the head of the Roman Catholic 
diocese. His sight is failing; he is almost blind; 
his aides have to hold a flashlight to his papers. 
But he is a symbol of light. At a time when 
most spokesmen of religion in the South—Prot- 
estant, Catholic, and Jew—stand silent and 
muted, at a time when the churches and syna- 
gogues are in grave danger of surrendering their 
their souls in order to placate their congregants, 
Archbishop Rummel has spoken the bold word: 
racial segregation is bad, he declared, not merely 
because the Supreme Court has declared it un- 
constitutional, but because it is contrary to the 
laws of God and the essence of religion; segrega- 
tion is a moral sin and we will eradicate it from 
our parochial schools and our churches. There 
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are those in the South who will grant the 
Catholic Church nothing. Why, they say, the 
Catholics are out to convert the Negroes. Per- 
haps, but they also knowingly run the risk of 
emptying their white churches. Or, they will 
say, that is an authoritarian church and Rum- 
mel’s people will follow anything. Of course, 
it is authoritarian, but influential and devout 
Catholic laymen are organizing a substantial 
revolt of Catholic men and women in the New 
Orleans area because of the Church’s stand on 
segregation. 


ND WHAT of the Jew? The Jew in the Deep 
South has been shaken by the aftermath of 
the Supreme Court decision as by nothing that 
has happened in the United States since the Civil 
War. Inner turmoil and conflict are immediately 
evident in virtually every Jewish community in 
the Deep South. The Jew in the Deep South is, 
usually, a merchant. He is therefore exposed 
to the possibility of economic pressure from the 
White Citizens Councils on the one hand and 
the Negroes on the other. Most Jews recognize 
the moral evil of segregation. Only a few Jews, 
one or two of them prominent, have joined 
White Citizens Councils and most Jews have 
contempt for Jews who have succumbed to the 
blandishments or pressure of the Councils. But, 
despite their deepest ethical principles, few Jews 
in the Deep South are willing to identify them- 
selves publicly with the struggle to eliminate 
segregation; to do so, they feel, would call down 
upon them the furies of hatred which now buffet 
the Negro community, would open the Pandora’s 
box of long dormant anti-Semitism. 


Far from leading in desegregation efforts, 
many Jewish leaders in Deep Southern commun- 
ities are busily exerting pressures on national 
Jewish organizations to soften their public stands 
or to stop making public statements supporting 
integration. Similarly, pressures are being exert- 
ed in many Jewish communities to persuade the 
rabbi to stay away from “political”? and ‘“con- 
troversial” subjects—meaning integration. Some 
rabbis have acquiesced to these demands. Most 
Southern rabbis are frustrated and torn by the 
conflicting demands of their timid laymen and 
the nagging dictates of their conscience. 


In these circumstances, the rabbi in the South, 
and especially the Deep South, who insists upon 
speaking boldly is rare. Rabbi Milton Grafman 
of Birmingham was one of a group of clergymen 
of all faiths who cancelled his acceptance of an 
invitation to speak at Religious Emphasis Week 
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at the University of Mississippi after the latter 
institution had withdrawn its invitation to the 
Reverand Kershaw because of his sympathy for 
the NAACP. Rabbi William Silverman of 
Nashville was one of three clergymen, repre. 
senting the three major faiths, who flanked 
Governor Clement of Tennessee on the steps 
of the State Capitol as they faced down a mob- 
like, angry delegation which demanded that 
Tennessee defy the law of the land. Rabbj 
Julian Feibelman of New Orleans was a leader 
in a petition to the school board, requesting 
prompt desegregation of the schools. Rabbi 
Henry Fischell, then Hillel director at the 
University of Alabama, appealed successfully 
to Jewish students not to go near the scene of 
the riots over Miss Lucy, and he was among the 
first local clergymen to condemn the mob 
demonstration. 


In Hattiesburg, Mississippi, there is a rabbi 
named Charles Mantinband. To him, Judaism 
and segregation are incompatible—and he says 
so. To him, racial discrimination is an evil which 
must be eliminated—and he acts accordingly. 
To him, people must be judged on their merits 
as individuals and not by the color of their 
skin—and that is how he and his wife live in 
their modest home on Mamie Street. It has not 
been an easy path. When the rabbi condemned 
racial segregation at an inter-racial meeting in 
Montgomery, Alabama, the very day after a 
roaring mob of 12,000 had met in the same city 
under the auspices of the White Citizens Coun- 
cil, his home-town newspaper ran this screaming 
headline on the front page: “Local Rabbi 
Says Race Relations Stink!” Many of the 
rabbi’s congregants became jittery. They 
were fearful of repercussions. But the rabbi’s 
calm and patient determination braved the 
storm. Sticking to his unpopular mission with- 
out bravado and with simple dignity, the rabbi 
has given encouragement to the victims of segre- 
gation and has, by his example, demonstrated the 
great opportunity for public service which con- 
fronts Southern clergymen who are not afraid 
to take risks for their convictions. 


These courageous rabbis are exceptions to 
the rule. Nor can this silence be attributed 
merely to fear; most rabbis are firmly convinced 
that Jewish leadership in the integration fight 
would harm their Jewish communities and, also, 
would hurt and not help the cause of racial 
equality. It is reasonable to assume that, if the 
influential Christian churches of the South 
genuinely assume the leadership in this moral 
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Diaspora Today 


by Leibush Lehrer 


5 igen FEELING of belonging to, being a part of, 

something which is not tangibly personal, or 
not calculated to further one’s own organic 
needs, has some very remarkable characteristics. 
It is a step closer toward a vague realization of 
the existence of a psychic realm directing our 
lives with the same relentless urgency as the 
world of material interests. For the feeling of 
belonging implies varying degrees of loyalty, the 
ability, at times even an eagerness, to sacrifice 
personal comforts, nay, even elementary needs, 
for the sake of the object of one’s devotions. It 
is the sort of attitude which may be extended 
to a wide variety of objects, as family, friends, 
nation, ideals, etc. In these cases, although the 
feelings and relevant actions proceed from the 
center of our being, yet not only do they lead 
us to serve what is outside ourselves, but may 
actually outweigh and override interests serving 
our most vital, personal needs. Human devotion, 
in most cases, involves an unavoidable paradoxi- 
cal situation. However, we are so accustomed 
to it, since it is the natural course of our lives, 
that it would be strange if we stopped to won- 
der about it. 


But this is not always so. Sometimes a few 
of us do stop to ask questions, especially con- 
cerning situations in which they themselves are 
not involved. Some remarks by P.W. Bridgman 
bring this most forcibly to mind. 


Prof. Bridgman, famous authority in theo- 
retical physics, once decided to undertake a ven- 
ture outside his field. He wrote a book entitled 
The Intelligent Individual and Society (The 
Macmillan Co., 1938). What he says about Jews 
(p. 46) is rather interesting, though not unusual 
for an inquiring non-Jewish mind. “Race pride 
and feeling of racial solidarity are carried by 
some, notably by the Jews, to a point which I 
find positively incomprehensible. I do not see 
how they can have the attitude they do without 
a mystical picture of the race as a sort of a super- 
being, with an importance for itself which justi- 
fies any effort to preserve it... . An ingenious 
individual can surely find so many things to 
make life worth living that he does not have to 
demand in addition the pretty picture of him- 
self in the surroundings of a long racial history. 
It may be that the Jew’s unwillingness to give up 
his nationalism is in some way evidence of a 
racial intellectual trait. It does seem that the 
Jew is particularly prone to mystical modes of 


thought, as suggested by the line of Jewish 
philosophers with their apparent need for an un. 
derlying ‘reality’.” As we see in this passage 
what Prof. Bridgman terms “race pride” and 
“nationalism” among Jews is the “effort to pre. 
serve it” and this is incomprehensible to him 
unless we relegate it to the apparent need for an 
“underlying reality” which seems to be a Jewish 
intellectual trait. 

Why the effort at Jewish self-preservation 
should strike Prof. Bridgman so odd is, it seems, 
explained by the conditions of the Jewish diaspo- 
ra. Instead of being constantly subject to prej- 
udice, ill-will and at times even to very distaste 
ful inconveniences, it would seem more reason- 
able, indeed more of a positive service to their 
own interests, if the Jews had decided to make 
an end to it by fusing with the rest of the popv- 
lation and thus disappear without a trace. 


To a superficial view of the matter, or to one 
who has developed an ardent faith in math- 
ematical logic and would wish to extend its 
benefits to human affairs, the self-preservative 
tendencies in Jewish life may appear puzzling. 
The enigmatic character of such tendencies may 
be still more perplexing when displayed against 
the background of liberal, democratic America 
Even within our own midst we may find similar 
reactions. I have met quite a few American Jews 
who argued vehemently in favor of total Jewish 
assimilation and at the same time they have not 
given the slightest thought to changing the 
course of their own lives which, in some signifi- 
cant way, had been following a direction leading 
toward Jewish preservation. They failed to no- 
tice the disparity between their preaching and 
their acting as though the dictates of reason and 
those of habit, or sentiment, had proceeded along 
totally different paths without the remotest 
chance for a head-on collision. 

For the last decade or so the number of studies 
on conditions of Jewish life in general, and par- 
ticularly in the United States, has been rapidly 
growing. The studies by sociologists, psycholo- 
gists and intellectuals generally have used all 
available methods to ascertain facts, analyze 
results, examine trends and make some predic- 
tions to cover at least the immediate future. A 
significant addition to this work has recently 
been made by Ben Halpern in a book entitled 
The American Jew (published by the Theodor 
Herzl Foundation, 1956). It is an attempt to 
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analyze what is considered as known by argu- 
ment and reasoned inference from the author’s 
elaborate point of view. 

In his preface Halpern assumes that ‘as for the 
whole structure of the present argument, and 
all its details, I do not imagine another person 
could be found who would accept it without 
question.” This is certainly a fair assumption 
because he touches upon so many aspects of 
thought and practice in Jewish life, and expresses 
his convictions in such decisive and rounded 
formulas that in details of approach and hy- 
potheses they seem to fit just this particular 
man’s intellectual and emotional eperiences. But 
whether we agree with him or not on one point 
or another, it is highly satisfying to find a slender 
volume of only 174 pages which nevertheless 
succeeds in analyzing with perceptive thorough- 
ness a number of the most vital current problems 
of Jewish life. The penetrating insights by which 
he has frequently been inspired add greatly to 
the thought-provoking manner in which the 
volume was written. 


THaT THE impact of American historical 

experience upon Jewish community life has 
been different from that exercised by European 
countries is well known. Yet Halpern’s striking 
comment on this point is very important: “What 
is characteristic of American Jewry, and what 
makes us different from all of these together, is 
that we began our real history as a post-emanci- 
pation Jewry. Emancipation was never an issue 
among us: we never argued the problems it 
presented in America, nor did we ever develop 
rival ideologies about it and build our institutions 
with reference to them” (p. 13). 

With regard to the proposed solutions of the 
Jewish problem in America, he shows, without 
a flaw in the logical cogency of his argument, 
the impossibility of total assimilation. Nor, in 
my opinion, can there be any doubt about his 
observation that ‘“‘Nothing is more certain than 
that the secular culture advocated and nurtured 
by the American Jewish generation which pre- 
ceded ours is now quite dead” (p. 135). I cannot 
refrain from adding, at this point, that the very 
attempt to set down a definite line of demarca- 
tion between the religious and the secular in 
Jewish life, has been a sad mistake to begin with, 
a mistake with unfortunate consequences. 

But, however different America’s impact upon 
Jewish community life, there are certain similar- 
ities with the difficulties Jews have to cope with 
in other lands. In other words, there is a charac- 
teristic Jewish situation everywhere. The nature 
of that situation the author defines thus; “Each 
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Jewish group in its own specific circumstances 
also shares the basic situation which defines the 
Jewish problem everywhere: the situation of 
exile and fundamental alienhood” (p. 46). This 
concept needs a more detailed analysis, especially 
as it applies to the Jewish communities in demo- 
cratic countries at the present time. 


What precisely does the phrase “exile and 
fundamental alienhood” intend to mean? Does 
it refer to the psychological state on the part of 
Jews living outside of the State of Israel or is 
it a statement of a theoretical position expressing 
an evaluation of current Jewish life in the 
diaspora? 

It seems to me that if those concepts aim to 
clarify events and discernible trends in Jewish 
life, if they are to enlighten us about the factors 
operating within Jewish reality, they must 
reflect, not a particular Jewish historiosophical 
view, but actual processes experienced by Jews 
or, in Ben Halpern’s apt phrase, by the ‘“‘collec- 
tive privacy” of the Jewish people in the lands 
of our dispersion. Otherwise the use of such 
concepts may lead us into confusion by simplify- 
ing verbally what is far more complex in reality. 

There was a time when exile and alienhood 
were precise descriptions of our situation. I can 
find no better illustration of this than the follow- 
ing quotation from Yitzhak F. Baer’s Galut 
(Schocken Books, 1947, p. 118): “Rabbi Judah 
Liwa ben Bezalel of Prague, a sixteenth-century 
writer who was completely rooted in ancient 
Judaism, opens his book on messianic redemption 
with the statement that... the Galut means that 
Jews have left their natural place. But every- 
thing that leaves its natural place loses thereby 
its natural support until it returns. The disper- 
sion of Israel among the nations is unnatural... 
Nor is it in accord with the order of nature that 
one nation should be enslaved by others.” Very 
few among us would agree to describe our post- 
Emancipation situation in such terms. This has 
certainly nothing to do with our situation in 
America and consequently the term “exile” is out 
of place except perhaps as a theological concept 
or as a rhetorical statement of an ideological 
position. As a psychological experience the term 
is unacceptable to most American Jews includ- 
ing, as we know, active and leading Zionists. In 
America, there has been growing in us a home- 
feeling which is the diametrical opposite of the 
meaning of exile. 

It is well to bear in mind the recent changes 
in the conditions of our contemporary diaspora. 
The first and foremost of these is the tragic fact 
that after World War II not a single authentic 
Jewish community has survived, i.e., a commun- 
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ity whose accumulated force of a long historical 
continuity and rooted tradition could more 
naturally serve as a guiding light and offer some 
effective resistance to the disintegrating factors 
of modern life. The most recent of such com- 
munities could be found only in Eastern Europe. 
These, as we know, were annihilated by Nazi 
Germany and what was left of the holocaust has 
been downtrodden by Communist terror with 
little hope of creative rebirth for a long time to 
come. Those diaspora communities which are 
enabled to function freely and Jewishly are 
handicapped in their Jewish endeavors by the 
fact that they are of recent growth with too 
feeble an authoritative tradition to draw on. 
Witness such communities as those of South 
Africa and the Americas, the most numerous and 
most important of our present diaspora: in all 
these the great majority of the Jewish population 
consists of foreign-born parents and one or two 
native generations of descendants. 


Secondly, the political, social and economic 
conditions of our people in these communities 
have vastly improved as compared with what 
had obtained in the “Old Country”. Indeed, 
because of the recent history of these commun- 
ities, not only the immigrant newcomers but 
their native descendants as well are pleasantly 
aware of the great advances accomplished in the 
new home. They hear all this often by those who 
directly experienced life in the Old World 
whence they came. 


Another characteristic of our contemporary 
diaspora is of a psychological nature. At a time 
when anti-Jewish propaganda or action was 
planned and executed by hostile neighbors and 
supported by a state policy, in a word, when 
Jewish troubles were seen to be caused by mali- 
cious human intentions, it naturally kindled in 
us a sacred fire and our moral protest helped us 
resist the onslaught of the enemy. It also steeled 
our will-power to continue our traditional way 


of life. 


Conorrions are totally different under dem- 

ocratic freedom. Every devoted Jew, for 
example, knows of the sad state of Jewish edu- 
cation in the United States. He knows that the 
public school system forces upon our children 
either additional Jewish schools or all-day 
schools, both of which give rise to tremendous 
difficulties in our Jewish educational endeavors. 
But no Jew in his sound mind would put the 
blame on the state or on any ruling group. This, 
he is bound to feel, is our fate, our destiny, 
without anyone in particular, nor any system 
maliciously contrived by human beings, to be 
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all the corners of the earth, has been a psycho- 
logical phenomenon so unique that it can be 
thought of only in its own terms. Hence the 
establishment of the State represents a Jewish 
historical event so great in magnitude, not only 
for the Jewish communities already ingathered, 
but also for those which remain in their present 
homes, especially in a diaspora which our people, 
it seems, will not be conditioned to think of in 
exilic terms. 

Moreover, the benefits from the relationship 
between the State of Israel and the diaspora are 
a two-way process. In 1948 a new state was 
formed very small in space and in population 
on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean. But 
the heroism displayed in the process of its for- 
mation and its tremendous impact upon world 
Jewry is derived from the historical and eternal 
values associated not with the State but with 
Eretz Israel. The significance of this fact for 
the life of the State cannot be overestimated. 
But conditions may drive Israelis to deprecate 
this fact and thus lead to tragic frustrations. 
It is for constant and intimate contact with 
world Jewry to lessen this danger and emphasize 
the ideals and forces which unite us all. 

And because of this two-way character, the 
relationship between the State of Israel and 
World Jewry is of the highest significance. For 
the diaspora it is an enduring inspiration to 
those actively engaged in the struggle for our 
survival; it is no less a power making for the 
resuscitation of the indifferent. 

The author of The American Jew offers us 
the comfort that the American situation does 
not permit even the most indifferent among us 
to think of their Jewishness as a misfortune, or, 
in his terse characterization, as “a sheer existen- 
tial fatality.” However, it is good to think of 
the State of Israel as a power helping us in turn- 
ing to more positive Jewish attitudes, if not 
those who are suffering from a Jewishness they 
think an existential fatality, then those Jewish- 
ly not much superior, who accept it as an 
existential futility. 
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Declaration of Principles of Labor Zionism 


Adopted at the 30th National Convention of the Labor Zionist Organization of 
America-Poale Zion, October 18-21, 1956 


1. The Jewish People and the State of Israel. 


ABOR ZIONISM is based on the fundamental 

principle that all Jews constitute one people. 
Scattered all over the world, divided into numer- 
ous communities and striving to retain their 
Jewish identity, Jews throughout the world 
share in and contribute to the general social, 
economic and cultural life of the lands to which 
they owe political allegiance. They are at the 
same time united by a common history, heritage 
and destiny, and their spiritual and cultural 
home is Eretz Yisrael. 

Labor Zionism recognizes that the factors 
shaping Jewish individuality and cohesiveness 
include Jewish religious and secular values, the 
creative force of Jewish folkways and basic 
attitudes, and the common effort to build and 
strengthen the State of Israel so that the Jewish 
people and every individual Jew wishing to live 
there may enjoy the dignity and security of a 
national home. To fortify these bulwarks of 
Jewish existence is the common responsibility 
of the Jews both in Israel and in the Diaspora. 

In seeking to bring to the Jews of America 
a full awareness of the duties their share in this 
common responsibility carries with it, Labor 
Zionism strives: 


(1) To forge such relationship between the 
Jews of Israel and Diaspora Jewry as shall unify 
the Jewish people in the effort to broaden their 
ethical horizons, elevate their social purposes 
and give added impetus to their creative genius; 


(2) To marshal the economic, cultural and 
political support of American Jewry in the 
cause of building the State of Israel; 


(3) To make participation in the growth of 
Israel a vital force in the life of American Jews; 


(4) To stimulate among the Jews of Israel a 
sympathetic understanding and the will to co- 
operate in the solution of the problems con- 
fronting American Jewry in preserving and 
enriching its Jewish heritage; 

(5) To inculcate in American Jewry the 
consciousness that in the State of Israel Jews 
can best shape their collective destiny, attain 
national self-realization and extend their unique 
contributions to humanity; 


(6) To strengthen Jewish group life in 


America by constant attention and devotion 
to Jewish education; 


(7) To advance the consolidation of Amer. 
ican Jewry on the basis of democratic and 
representative local and national Jewish com- 
munity bodies which shall encompass all Jewish 
interests and embrace all groups and individuals 
committed to Jewish creative survival. 


2. Kibbutz Galuyot 


The ancient dream of Kibbutz Galuyot, the 
Ingathering of the Exiles, has stimulated in 
Jews, throughout the centuries, movements for 
settlement in Israel. These movements have 
found their highest expression in modern 
Zionism. 


From the first pioneers of the tiny Bilu 
group to the Chalutz movement between the 
two world wars, and down to our own days, 
Zionists have found inspiration in the promise 
of Kibbutz Galuyot. Moved by this promise, 
Zionism wrought a revolution in Jewish life 
and, seizing the opportunities afforded by inter- 
national events, brought into existence the State 
of Israel. 


With the establishment of the State of Israel, 
conditions have been created for transforming 
the vision of the Ingathering into a reality. 
American Jewry has an historic part to play in 
the process of Kibbutz Galuyot; and although 
it may take generations to complete this pro- 
cess, the beginning has already been made. Labor 
Zionism rededicates itself to organizing Amer: 
ican Jewish participation in Kibbutz Galuyot 
by a steadily increasing Aliya to Israel. 


3. In the Diaspora 


Labor Zionism is dedicated to the building of 
Jewish morale and self-respect and to the pro- 
motion of affirmative Jewish living everywhere. 
Hebrew, the national tongue of the Jewish 
people, is the most important medium for the 
creation and transmission of Jewish culturi 
values; fostering the study of Hebrew is there 
fore a major objective of Labor Zionism. Labor 
Zionism considers Yiddish, the language of mil- 
lions of Jews and the repository of some of 
the greatest products of Jewish creativeness, } 





No\ 


vital 
as a 

Li 
stan: 
Jew: 
of | 
culti 
com: 
they 


4, 
T 


with 
ausp 
worl 
the - 
tain 
grou 
in th 
Tl 
Map: 
as tk 
expe 
of Is: 
and 
thus 
Jewi: 
to Zi 
La 
social 
tectil 
foste 
the | 
of pi 
Re 
as th 
Jews 
at th 
the o 
for tl 
in th 


Th 
conve 
Cept « 
out o 


land 1 


Ch: 
systen 
man 
conce 
indivi 
world 





N TIER 


sm 
| of 


Otion 


mer- 

and 
com- 
ewish 


duals 


, the 
d in 
s for 
have 
ydern 


Bilu 
1 the 
days, 
mise 
mise, 
life 
nter- 
State 


srael, 
ming 
ality. 
ay if 
ough 
pro- 
abor 
met: 
uyot 


ig of 
pro- 
here, 
wish 
the 
turd 
here- 


bor 


e of 
SS, 4 





NovEMBER, 1956 


vital cultural element which should be preserved 
as a living force for Jewish self-expression. 


Labor Zionism aims to advance the moral 
standards and add to the human dignity of the 
Jewish individual both as a Jew and as a citizen 
of his native land. It seeks to improve the 
cultural, social and economic status of all Jewish 
communities and that of the lands of which 
they are a part. 


4. World Zionism, Mapai, Histadrut, Ichud 


The Labor Zionist Organization is afhliated 
with the Ichud Olami and cooperates under its 
auspices with Poale Zion parties throughout the 
world in matters of Jewish concern. Through 
the Ichud, American Labor Zionists also main- 
tain relations with all democratic international 
groups with whom Labor Zionism is associated 
in the furtherance of common social objectives. 

The Labor Zionist Organization recognizes 
Mapai, the Israel section of the Ichud Olami, 
as the political party best suited—by political 
experience and philosophy—to lead the State 
of Israel, to realize the ideal of Kibbutz Galuyot, 
and to build Israel as a labor commonwealth, 
thus fulfilling the aspirations of the countless 
Jewish generations who dreamed of the return 
to Zion. 


Labor Zionism regards the Histadrut as the 
social and economic instrumentality for pro- 
tecting the rights and dignity of labor, for 
fostering cooperative effort, and for building 
the commonwealth of Israel upon principles 
of public service. 


Recognizing the World Zionist Organization 
as the basic framework for the participation of 
Jews from all lands in the building of Israel, 
at the present time Labor Zionists also regard 
the organization as an indispensable instrument 
for the achievement of the full aims of Zionism 
in the future. 


5. Chalutziut 


The social ideology of Labor Zionism is best 
conveyed in the concept of Chalutziut—a con- 
cept of cooperative pioneering that has emerged 
out of the struggle to establish a Jewish home- 
land upon the principles of social justice. 


Chalutziut recognizes that only in a social 
system imbued with a spirit of cooperation can 
man achieve his self-realization. Chalutziut 
conceives of society as an association of free 
individuals and relies on the vision of a just 
world as the motivating force in cooperation. 
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6. Our Social Philosophy 


Labor Zionism, drawing its inspiration from 
the visions of the ancient Hebrew prophets, 
as well as from the modern struggles for free- 
dom and justice, is dedicated to the rise of a 
cooperative labor society in the State of Israel 
and is devoted to the establishment all over 
the world of a social order based on the follow- 
ing specific democratic and historic Socialist 
principles: 

(1) The abolition of economic exploitation 
of man by man and of group by group and the 
freeing of mankind from the ravages of national 
conflict and class warfare; 

(2) The establishment by peaceful methods 
and democratic processes of a society in which 
every person, protected in his individual free- 
dom and human dignity, will enjoy equality 
in economic opportunity, in social status, and 
in the quest for spiritual fulfillment; 

(3) The opportunity for all peoples, in co- 
operation with one another, to develop freely 
and to the fullest possible extent their material 
and cultural potentialities. 

Only a just economic foundation can support 
a free welfare state in which the needs of all 
people are democratically served, in which full 
employment based on individual abilities is 
provided, and in which the cleavage between 
industry and agriculture is resolved. Labor 
Zionism believes that the present circumstances 
require a mixed economy composed of three 
sectors—nationalized, cooperative and private: 
these to complement each other, making possible 
planning without regimentation and voluntary 
collectivism alongside of individual enterprise. 


7. Organized Labor 


Labor Zionism, anchoring its hopes for a 
brighter future in the growth of democracy, 
is unalterably opposed to Communism and all 
other forms of totalitarianism. 

Labor Zionism regards the free labor move- 
ment—comprising workers in industry, agri- 
culture and in the white-collar occupations— 
as the social base and rallying center for all 
groups devoted to freedom and committed 
to the elimination of poverty, oppression, racial 
discrimination, religious bigotry, and national 
strife. 

Labor Zionists cooperate with organized labor 
and with liberal and socialist groups in action 
designed to strengthen civil liberties, to extend 
economic opportunity, and to raise the material, 
moral and cultural standards of the American 
people. 








26 








Wishing All Our Customers, Friends 
and the Jewish People Everywhere 


A HAPPY HANNUKAH! 


WE ARE GRATEFUL to the Jewish 
people for their confidence and 
patronage that made the 
WILNO Kosher “Pure Beef" Products 


¢ Preferred for their taste 

© Praised for their quality 

¢ Commended for their flavor 
e 


And held in high repute because 
of their observance of Kashruth. 


Watch for this Label 





Your Guorantee for 
KASHRUTH AND QUALITY 
WILNO KOSHER 


SAUSAGE CO. 
730 WEST 12th Place, Chicago 7, Ill. 











NEW 


YORK 


The NEW 


Penn Terminal 


HOTEL 
215 West 34th Street 
(opposite Pennsylvania R. R.) 


Brand new throughout. Each 
room beautifully furnished. One 
of the most central locations in 
New York. Only 2 blocks from 
Empire State Bldg., few minutes 
to Times Square. 


DAILY RATES 


He snl $5 double 


GARAGE FACILITIES AVAILABLE, 
Advance reservations suggested. 











TO ELI GAMLIEL 
The Israeli Theatre Oneg 
express their deepest 
sympathy on the loss 
of his 
MOTHER 














BOOKS 





JEWIsH FRontrE 


LON 
—_—eweowrwrreses 


‘The New Deal” in Critical Perspective 
By IRVING HOWE 


ROOSEVELT: THE LION AND THE 
Fox, by James MacGregor 
Burns. Harcourt, Brace, 553 
pp-, $5.75. 


HE BEST ANALYsIs of the New 

Deal that I know of is the final 
chapter, “Roosevelt: The Patrician 
as Opportunist,” in Richard Hof- 
stadter’s The American Political 
Tradition. Radical in stress yet 
free from doctrinaire smugness, 
it provides an ironic criticism of 
the contradictory improvisations 
to which Roosevelt was driven, and 
neatly balances his talents as poli- 
tical broker against his weakness 
as social thinker, his capacity to 
inspire and lead a nation against 
his uncertainty as to where to 
take it. 

To say that James Burns’ book 
reads like a full-scale development 
of Hofstadter’s sketch, is no de- 
preciation at all. Quite the con- 
trary; it is to suggest that, unlike 
a good deal of contemporary his- 
torical writing which finds wisdom 
in a shapeless accumulation of 
facts, the book is controlled by a 
guiding idea. 

The Lion and the Fox satisfies 
the usual academic requirements: 
heavy documentation, cautious 
procedure, moderate tone. But 
what makes it so interesting, and 
has given me so warm a feeling 
toward it, is the intellectual situa- 
tion, perhaps even predicament, 
that it reflects. Mr. Burns, a poli- 
tical science professor at Williams, 
writes from a more or less ADA 
point of view, which would sug- 
gest that he was predisposed to 
see Roosevelt in the most favor- 
able light; yet his book is so dog- 
gedly honest, his mind so habitu- 
ally driven to questioning its own 
assumptions, that despite his keen 
admiration for FDR he finds him- 
self undercutting the usual liberal 
notions about the Roosevelt era. 
If once or twice he lapses into the 
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sort of world-weary sophistication 
that liberals assume when th 
are committed to political deals 
or candidates that make them feel 
somewhat ashamed, most of the 
time his integrity drives him into 
presenting the New Deal in a way 
that, at least to my jaundiced eye 
(the left one), must raise serious 
problems for the liberal mind, 
And that is good. For the value 
of any political book these days 
is partly to be measured by the 
extent to which it provokes a cri- 
tical review of its author’s assump- 
tions. 

The heart of the book consists 
of a detailed examination of Roose- 
velt’s domestic policies from 1933 
to about 1940. FDR emerges a 
an enormously gifted but intellec- 
tually ill-equipped politician, con- 
servative by training and temper- 
ament yet warmly imaginative as 
a human being, who finds himself 
in a crisis such as no previous 
president had quite known. The 
faith that Roosevelt felt in his 
own powers — one can hardly say, 
in his own ideas — during his first 
years as president undoubtedly 
played a significant role in creat- 
ing a new atmosphere throughout 
the country; for if it is cant to 
suppose that all a sick capitalist 
economy needs for recovery is 
“confidence,” it is dogmatism to 
suppose that “confidence” does not 
matter. 

As Mr. Burns carefully describes 
him, Roosevelt as president was 
like a performer who played main- 
ly by ear — but what an eat! 
His policies were remarkably in- 
nocent of consistent motivation, 
his planning spectacularly plan- 
less) What he understood, how- 
ever, was that the time had come 
for a new political vocabulary in 
the United States, and while it 
took him three or four years to 
perfect it — the stimulation of 4 
hostile Supreme Court and the 
narrow class malice of the antede- 
luvian right helped push him 
along — he had already begun to 
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aperiment with this vocabulary 
during his first two years in office. 
Comparing his rhetoric with the 
essential conservatism of the Blue 
Bagle period, the socialists charged 
Roosevelt with demagogy. There 
was a certain truth in this charge, 
but what the radicals failed to see 
was that Roosevelt had begun, 
dumsily and if only in language, 
to feel his way toward those ma- 
jor institutional readjustments that 
have since been labelled the wel- 
fare state. 

He also commanded — Mr. 
Burns is very vivid on this — an 
unparalleled gift for the role of 
political broker, the leader balanc- 
ing rival claims, listening to all 
sides without quite aligning him- 
slf with any; a gift, one supposes, 
that had something to do with a 
patrician background that had 
predisposed him to the psychology 
and ethic of “‘service.” During his 
first campaign he wrote to Gover- 
nor Floyd Olson, “I hope you will 
agree that [a recent farm speech 
Roosevelt had made] is sufficiently 
far to the left to prevent any fur- 
ther suggestion that I am leaning 
to the right.” And throughout 
his career there was this deliberate 
effort to place himself as a demo- 
cratic “bonapartist” arbiter above 
the contention of class’ interests 
while still preserving the essential 
pattern of class relations which, 
as Miss Perkins said, he took as 
much for granted as his family. 
Until 1935 this role was a relative- 
ly easy one, since “‘there was a real 
philosophy neither of the left nor 
of the right,” Mr. Burns notes, 
“to compel the New Dealers. . . 
to examine first principles and 
shape an integrated and consistent 
program.” 

In hard socio-economic terms, 
the achievements of the Roosevelt 
administration during its first two 
years were not spectacular: “There 
was nothing but contradiction be- 
tween the spending for public 
works and the economy act, be- 
tween the humanitarianism of di- 
tect relief and the miserliness of 
Veterans’ cuts, between the tariff- 
faising provisions of AAA and the 
new internationalism of the State 

epartment. .. .” 

Nonetheless, a pattern was 
merging, and it had less to do 
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with FDR’s temperament than 
with the basic drift of interna- 
tional economy. The state began 
to assume the role of regulator — 
few businessmen yet understood 
that this could also mean the pro- 
tector — of the economy, acting 
to equalize profits and losses as if 
it were a holding company of 
overall “capital” in behalf of the 
many scattered and competitive 
industrial units. 


Roosevelt, writes Mr. Burns 
with accuracy and shrewdness, 
“wanted to reform capitalism, not 
destroy it. And in this sense he 
was a conservative. It was precise- 
ly because the Socialists had a co- 
herent economic and social doc- 
trine . . . that they recognized 
Roosevelt’s true conservatism. It 
was precisely because the Liberty 
League lacked such a philosophy 
that they totally miscalculated 
Roosevelt’s New Deal.” FDR was 
right in complaining that big busi- 
ness reacted to his program like an 
old gentleman who has been saved 
from drowning but whines that 
his top hat has been lost. The 
bourgeois mind is not notable for 
taking the long view. 


Nor did Roosevelt himself take 
a very long view during the first 
phase of his rule. “It probably 
never occurred to him,” writes Mr. 
Burns, “that the NRA, with its 
functional representation of busi- 
ness and labor groups, and the 
AAA, dominated by the big farm 
groups, showed some likeness to 
the corporate state fashioned by 
Benito Mussolini . . . It is signifi- 
cant that the President allowed 
consumers short shrift in NRA 
and AAA ... that he allowed 
postponement of unemployment 
and old-age measures, that he 
showed little interest at first in 
Wagner’s efforts to strengthen la- 
bor’s right to organize, that he 
was hazy and cool on the subject 
of a pending anti-lynching bill.” 


OW THEN explain Roosevelt’s 

turn to the left in 1935? Here 
we reach the strongest section of 
The Lion and the Fox, in which 
Mr. Burns makes clear that once 
the NRA had on its own come 
“near administrative and political 
collapse” and an embittered Su- 
preme Court and resurgent busi- 
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ass community had launched a 
new offensive against him, Roose- 
yet had no choice, short of sur- 
render or a drop into total passivi- 
, but to seek new sources of 
pular strength. His uncalcula- 
ted drift toward the welfare state 
35 the only way to solve the crisis 
of capitalist economy exerted a 
logic of its own — a logic mani- 
fested in the new political align- 
ments that began to shape up in 
1935. The result was the most 








impressive and lasting legislation 
of the Roosevelt era: the Wagner 
Act, Social Security, TVA, etc. 

But for all his enthusiasm for 
this phase of the New Deal, Mr. 
Burns keeps a cool head. By 1938, 
he tells us, Roosevelt, worrying 
over the economic recession, was 
“a highly puzzled man. There was 
something pitiable and engaging 
in the way in which . . . he set 
about re-educating himself in the 
mysterious ways of the economic 
system.” And about all he could 
then propose was a turn toward 
government economy and _ that 
most irrelevant of American pana- 
ceas, trust-busting. 

By 1940 there were still eight to 
ten million unemployed, which 
lent support to Rexford Tugwell’s 
conclusions that in domestic af- 
fairs the “New Deal was. patheti- 
cally insufficient .. .”” — as it later 
gave point to Hofstadter’s ques- 
tion, “What would have happened 
to the political fortunes of Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt if the war had 
not created a new theatre for his 
leadership?” 

I have gone into this detail to 
show how deeply Mr. Burns chal- 
lenges the common assumptions of 
American liberalism about the 
eficacy of the New Deal both as 
historical performance and social 
idea, and to indicate how tho- 
roughly — I do not know whether 
deliberately — he provides support 
for the view that not Roosevelt’s 
policies but a new expansion cre- 
ated by the war program “solved” 
our economic problems. It may 
be said that the prosperity of the 
last few years is related to the fact 
that long-range trends set in mo- 
tion during the thirties have 
reached their culmination; if so, 
this merely indicates that the 
Problems commonly declared to 
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have been solved during the thir- 
ties have been suppressed and 
postponed, and that the assump- 
tion that an adequate method for 
handling them was discovered 
during the thirties is questionable. 
To have demonstrated this is Mr. 
Burns’ achievement, and it is an 
achievement that ought to be 
giving American liberals a good 


healthy headache. 


Two critical remarks: 

The major weakness of the book 
is its failure to place Roosevelt’s 
socio-economic policies in an in- 
ternational context. Improvisation 
there certainly was, yet improvi- 
sation that managed to fall into 
the basic drift characterizing every 
advanced economy of our time. 
It is remarkable that the name of 
Lloyd George, in so many ways 
FDR’s predecessor, does not ap- 
pear in the index and that at no 
point does Mr. Burns discuss the 
New Deal in terms of an inter- 
national trend toward the statifi- 
cation of capitalist economy. 

Mr. Burns feels that if in the 
late thirties Roosevelt had resorted 
to a program of massive deficit 
spending, he might have achieved 
a “spectacular solution.” Perhaps; 
no one can say with assurance. But 
it should be remembered that 
pushed to their logical conclusions, 
Keynsian policies are likely to raise 
severe political conflicts, and it was 
only during war-time that the 
government was able to gain with- 


out struggle the kind of authority 
that would have been necessary to 
apply Keynsian doctrines a few 
years earlier. Keynes found FDR 
close to economic illiteracy, but 
politically Roosevelt was a master, 
and it may be that he was shrewd 
enough to sense that a clear-cut 
Keynsian policy could easily have 
led to a split in the Democratic 
Party such as would have required 
a political realignment precluded 
both by his tactical sense and his 
deeper class and intellectual com- 
mitments, that is, the very con- 
servatism that Mr. Burns himself 
has portrayed. 
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SABBATAI ZEVI’S 
DISCIPLES 


SATAN IN Goray, by Isaac Ba- 
shevis Singer. Translated from 
the Yiddish by Jacob Sloan. 
The Noonday Press. $3.00. 


N GoRAY, a Polish town ravaged 

in 1648 by Chmielnicki’s Cos- 
sacks, the Jewish survivors creep 
back slowly and singly. By 1665 
the saintly Rabbi Benish has re- 
established traditional Jewish life, 
but the place still bears the marks 
of former violence; physical de- 
struction and poverty have given 
new impetus to the otherworldly 
dreams of cabbalism and the messi- 
anic claims of Sabbatai Zevi. Emis- 
saries come from the vaguely 
known world outside, bringing 
news of the miracles performed by 
the new Messiah, corrupting the 
old order, and finally setting the 
cabbalists in authority. Gedaliya, 
last of the emissaries, seizes power 
in the town and gradually under- 
mines the ancient practices. He 
takes a fancy to a local prophetess, 
sends her husband away to preach 
her inspired words, and stays home 
himself to join her in adultery. 
When Sabbatai Zevi’s conversion 
to Islam is reported, turmoil reigns, 
and a dybbuk enters the pro- 
phetess. But just to tell the story 
is to convey nothing of the distinc- 
tive qualities of Satan in Goray. 
An equally satisfactory summary 
could be constructed from the 
facts of history: there were dis- 
ciples of Sabbatai Zevi, there were 
opponents, and his opponents tri- 
umphed. Only its details make 
this novel remarkable. 


The last two chapters constitute 
a curious sort of key to what has 
gone before. After two hundred 
pages of modern, realistic, imper- 
sonal storytelling, the manner of 
the narration changes. The exorc- 
ism of the dybbuk is recounted in 
the style of a popular moral tale 
“rendered into Yiddish to the end 
that women and girls and com- 
mon folk might perfectly com- 
prehend the wonder of it all and 
that they might set their hearts on 
returning to God’s ways.” The 
account that follows betrays a 
perfect belief in the reality of the 
dybbuk and the efficacy of the 
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exorcism. What is more important 
we encounter here the character. 
istic black-and-white judgmens 
of the moralizing fabulist. He 
lays his heavy, didactic hand on 
the persons of the novel, attribut. 
ing every occurrence to conscious 
purpose—saintly or diabolic. Mor. 
decai and Itche, two notably un. 
pleasant cabbalists who eventually 
denounce Sabbatai Zevi, are repre. 
sented as saintly men, while 
Gedaliya, who continues to believe 
in him, becomes the willing agent 
of Satan. The fabulist concludes: 
“Let none attempt to force the 
Lord.” 


All the rest of the novel is seen 
from a much more sophisticated 
standpoint. No simple, sweeping 
judgments are inherent in it. The 
“saints,” Mordecai and Itche, are 
fanatics who are no more attrac- 
tive when they are right than 
when they are wrong. Gedaliya, 
the “son of Belial,” is usually 
offensive, but he sometimes reveals 
a touch of humanity. True, Singer 
does represent one genuine candi- 
date for sainthood in Rabbi Benish, 
who governs before the rise of 
fanaticism, but Benish is a human 
being and not the superhuman im- 
age of the moral fable. In the first 
two hundred pages of this book, 
as in life itself, issues of morality 
and responsibility are sadly con- 
fused. Fixing blame is a difficult, 
thankless task. 


The greatest difference between 
the novel and the fable is not in 
the moral judgments that the nov- 
el omits but in the numerous, 
painstaking details that it adds. 
Detail imparts life to the novel, 


and the details of this novel 
are strikingly grotesque. With 
one exception, the characters 


make up a gallery of hor- 
rors. Ironically, the archvillain 
of the fable, Gedaliya, is the only 
one who is not physically deform- 
ed. The prophetess Rechele, a wo- 
man whose beauty incites men to 
sinful desires, is not quite a typical 
ingenue. She is lame, epileptic, and 
subject to ghostly visitations; her 
complexion is green but comely. 
Rabbi Benish has a thick eyebrow 
falling over one eye; when, in the 
course of the novel, he breaks his 
arm, we are spared none of the 
unpleasant circumstances. Morde- 
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cai, the leading cabbalist, is lame, 
“broad-framed, ungainly, with 
unkempt red earlocks and green 
eyes.” His daughter is “a mon- 
strosity with a water-swollen head 
and calf’s eyes.” Every citizen of 
Goray is grotesque, horrible, dis- 
torted, a creature of nightmare. 
Of course, we must remember that 
these are the people of a shattered 
town, the survivors of unspeakable 
atrocities; we must not expect 
them to look like the king and 
queen of the Junior Prom. 

Singer’s obsession with ugliness 
is not limited to the personal ap- 
pearance of a few individuals. 
From one end of the novel to the 
other we run into fetid details of 
body hair, buttocks and bath- 
houses. Although Rechele thinks 
she exudes “‘a leafy fragrance,” we 
are given some fairly decisive evi- 
dence to the contrary. We are 
twice reminded that the Cossacks 
sewed cats in the wombs of women 
they raped. Two of Rechele’s 
suitors are slaughterers, and that 
unfortunate coincidence furnishes 
Singer two opportunities to de- 
scribe minutely the chaos of the 
slaughter-house. Physical violence 
is rare, but the little there is of it 
is made extremely memorable, es- 
pecially the sadistic beating the 
cabbalists administer to one of 
their critics. In short, Satan in 
Goray is not an idyll. This is not 
the pleasant, jolly, baimish world 
of Sholem Aleichem. 


But Singer does not create ugli- 
ness for its own sake. What is 
repulsive in life in Goray is largely 
explained by the past depradations 
of Chmielnicki. In turn it serves 
the vital function of accounting 
for Goray’s susceptibility to the 
wild flights of Sabbatai Zevi’s fol- 
lowers. Apocalyptic visions are 
their only refuge from the wretch- 
edness of their daily lives: ‘The 
afflicted would be healed, the ugly 
made beautiful. . .. The daughters 
of Israel would bathe in streams 
of balsam, and the fragrance of 
their bodies would suffuse the 
world. The sons of Israel would 
go girded in armor, swords on 
their thighs and equipped with 
bows and arrows with which to 
harry the remnants of the foes of 
Israel.” Even religious observances 
are respected only until the long- 
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ed-for day when they may be dis- 
carded: “Then the ritual ceremo- 
nies would no longer hold. . . . 
The Talmud wouldn’t be studied. 
Of the Bible only the secret es- 
sence would remain.” 


The full measure of ugliness in 
Goray is necessary also as a con- 
trast to the neat, antiseptic, in- 
telligible world of the concluding 
fable, in which wickedness comes 
only from Satan, and good is al- 
ways rewarded. The fable simpli- 
fies and prettifies reality by omit- 
ting detail, by jettisoning the 
abundant and marvelous ugliness 
which is the fibre of the novel. 
Satan in Goray tells us that reality 
is rambling, grotesque, unpredict- 
able, and, if Singer exaggerates his 
evidence on this subject, he at least 
succeeds in making his point. 

If life is not pretty, it is not 
neat, either. In this human world, 
moral issues are never exposed 
with the clarity of the fable. 
Rechele may not be a bona fide 
prophetess, but she is not a de- 
liberate fraud. She is the only 
character in the novel whose origin 
is fully described. We know that 
she has been shaken by the fright- 
ening experiences of her early 
years—her father’s sudden descent 
from first citizen of the town to 
rag-picker, the fantastic stories she 
hears, and the awesome figure of 
the uncle with whom she lives. 
The terrors of her past create the 
hallucination of prophecy. When 
she thinks herself violated by a 
dybbuk, it is small wonder that 
he takes the form of her uncle. 
Her lover Gedaliya is nearly as in- 
nocent. He introduces his inno- 
vations not because he is acting 
on orders from Satan, but only 
out of a hearty zest for life: “He 
hated sadness, and his way of serv- 
ing God was through joy.” He 
wrests power from the ascetics, 
brings an improvement in the 
town’s diet, spreads happiness 
wherever he goes. “For the schol- 
ars he had learned explications; 
ordinary people were delighted by 
his witticisms.” 

Satan in Goray is filled with 
graveyard references which remind 
us that this decimated people lives 
with death and that the same 
senseless force that fell on them 
a few years before may strike 
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again at any time. Death is the 
only certainty in their existence, 
and so we find death asserting its 
presence in the midst of every ac- 
tivity. The bath-house to which 
we so often accompany the novel’s 
characters is next to the graveyard. 
The synagogue is also near the 
cemetery, and so also, inevitably, 
is the home of Rechele’s uncle in 
Lublin. ‘We seed not be surprised 
that Rect:ie sees visions of the 
dead and of graveyards or that she 
hears the dead intoning Kol Nidre. 


At her wedding, the graves are: 


once more at hand—‘“the graves 
of the school children who in 1648 
had died martyrs’ deaths.” The 
bridegroom’s costume marks this 
event: “The groom, in memory of 
the day of death, put on a white 
robe like a shroud and a white 
mitre.” Death rises to our atten- 
tion even more emphatically with 
the great disappointment that fol- 
lows the Messiah’s failure to trans- 
port his disciples to Zion at the 
New Year. “The women wailed 
as if they were mourning the 
dead.” At the ceremony of the 
Casting, “The pails of water that 
the girls carried were reminiscent 
of the ablution rites for the dead.” 
With the false Messiah exposed, 
Goray must again, tearfully, be- 
come reconciled to mortality. 


The passage of the year provides 
appropriate symbolic accompani- 
ment to the occurrences of Satan 
in Goray. Like the rest of the 
bizarre visual details, the account 
of the seasons is design and not 
accident. The first action of the 
novel begins against a winter 
backdrop, suitable to the strict old 
order and to the privation that 
follows Cossack destruction. The 
coming of ascetic messianism does 
not alter things at once. It is the 
coldest day of the year when the 
old rabbi sets out to confound the 
disciples of the false Messiah; on 
his way, he has an accident which 
forces him to relinquish his power 
in the town. Both for the plot 
and for the season, this is a turning 
point. When Gedaliya arrives as 
the herald of a joyful, sybaritic 
messianism, he can be said to bring 
an end to winter. “Life seemed 
to have become more pleasant in 
Goray with Reb Gedaliya’s appear- 
ance. Despite the frost, the day 
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was sun-filled.” But, as Gedaliya’s 
influence in Goray becomes less 
beneficent, the heat becomes op- 
pressive and turns into “severe 
drought.” The believers look for- 
ward to Rosh Hashanah, when 
the Messiah is to reveal himself; 
the return of cold weather signifi- 
cantly accompanies the bitter dis- 
appointment of the faithful. A 
heavy downpour apparently indi- 
cates a sharp change, as the people 
of Goray, abandoning Gedaliya 
and his Messiah, turn back to the 
unrelieved squalor of their daily 
existence. The changing weather 
reinforces the thread of continu- 
ing life, reminding us, among all 
the hopes of a new dispensation 
in human destiny, that the old 
ways are not altering and will not 
alter. Singer is saying no more 
than that life goes on and that the 
frantic actions of the novel are 
not only accompanied by natural 
change and punctuated by it but 
that they also belong to the same 
impersonal process. 

HENRY PopkKIN 


Dr. Henry Popkin is assistant professor 
of English at Brandeis University. 


HAMEKASHER: AN ANTHOLOGY, 
edited by Shirley Lashner and 
Yehuda Fogellewitz, World Ha- 
bonim, Tel-Aviv, Israel, 1956, 
167 pp., 50c. Distributed by 
Habonim, 200 Fourth Ave., 
New York 3, N. Y. 


GOOD DEAL of the writing 

about Zionism and Israel is 
heavy fare: the books of ideol- 
ogists, for example, or the tomes 
of the sociologists and economists; 
polemical discourses, political anal- 
yses, collected speeches or statisti- 
cal reviews. When something like 
the Hamekasher Anthology ap- 
pears, it is time to put the tomes 
aside and read something as warm 
and vibrant as human _ beings 
themselves. 

During World War II, when 
Palestine was cut off intermittent- 
ly from communication with the 
outside world, each letter received 
from a dear friend was shared by 
the recipient with the full circle 
of his fellows who eagerly sought 
after every new message from the 
beleaguered country. A group of 
American chalutzim had sailed 
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from the United States in the au- 
tumn of 1939, the eve of the war, 
and they left behind them many 
chalutzim-in-waiting who looked 
forward to the infrequent letters 
and reports. 

Eventually, a contacts office, 
lishkat kesher, was inaugurated 
and a collective letter, Hamekasher 
(freely translated, “The Link’), 
was sent to the friends of Kibbutz 
Anglo-Balti (forerunner of Kfar 
Blum) in the United States, Great 
Britain, and South Africa. Hame- 
kasher was an informal affair; it 


consisted of several pages — three - 


or four typed carbon copies of 
manifold paper, badly creased and 
smudged by much handling. It 
was a collective letter and diary 
relating the experiences of fledg- 
ling chalutzim who appeared to be 
almost surprised to find them- 
selves where they were and doing 
whatever they were doing. 


In the years following the war 
and until 1951, Hamekasher ap- 
peared as a printed monthly di- 
rected at a wider audience, but 
serving its original purpose as an 
informal report to prospective 
chalutzim. By this time, however, 
the contributors increased to in- 
clude members of Maayan Baruch, 
Gal Ed, Kfar Hanassi, and Gesher 
Haziv. Despite its limited objec- 
tive, the Hamekasher anthology is 
a remarkable collection of essays 
and stories. With the immediacy of 
personal narrative, it throws light 
on a chapter of Zionist history not 
beyond recall, but already en- 
hanced with the aura of a roman- 
tic past. In the words of the 
editors: 

“It is difficult to recapture the 
intense, dynamic nature of those 
years, with their background of 
World War, mass Jewish extermi- 
nation, British domination . . . 
the War of Liberation and the 
culmination in the founding of 
the State of Israel. This atmo- 
sphere, however, is implicit in the 
stories told by these young Jews 
who consciously created a meta- 
morphosis in their own lives, si- 
multaneously building our coun- 
try anew.” 

The writing for the most part is 
unpolished and the style varies 
with the backgrounds and origins 
of the writers—some material has 
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been translated from the Hebrew 
—but a uniform spirit pervades 
the book. First, there is an air 
of frankness about each selection, 
the candor of self-searching re- 
porters who dare not lead their 
readers astray. There is great at- 
tention to detail so that essays and 
stories have an almost photo- 
graphic authenticity. The narra- 
tive style used throughout the 
anthology heightens this effect, 
but there is also perspective and 
balance. The writers must have 
felt that what they had to say 
had historical value. The unify- 
ing factor most readily evident is 
the humor, expressed as gentle 
irony or in the pointing up of in- 
congruities in the life and times 
of a chalutz. The situation af- 
forded ample opportunities for 
this type of humor. Our chalut- 
zim for the most part are the 
products of a middle-class culture, 
ill-suited—initially, at least—to 
the physical labor and privations 
of pioneering in a new and un- 
derdeveloped country. The in- 
congruity of the lawyer or teach- 
er turned dirt farmer or ditch 
digger is the substance of the hu- 
mor and the descriptions of the 
writers as they see themselves re- 
flected in distorting mirrors pro- 
duce the irony. But, as they iden- 
tify themselves with this new 
image, they show an awareness of 
their own small role in bringing 
about the total revolution in Jew- 
ish society which fundamental 
Zionism is. In story and essay 
form, therefore, we have a state- 
ment of Zionist philosophy as well 
as a description of people, places, 
and events. 


The specific topics covered are 
grouped under several main head- 
ings. In the category, “First Im- 
pressions,” the editors write: 
“Many who came, adult or almost 
adult, to this new, dynamic world, 
wrestled to remain true to them- 
selves but nonetheless adapt to the 
new way of life and absorb its 
flavor.” Matya Shoval sums up 
the problem of the reconciliation 
of the ideal with the real in a 
piece significantly entitled, “The 
Actual Artist in the Real Kib- 
butz.” 


Under the heading of “Settle- 
ment and Defense,” there is a 
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vivid account of the settlement of 
Neot Mordechai and the clash of 
settlers and Arabs that preceded 
it. A heroic period is revalled in 
two descriptions of the struggle 
for Birya, a kibbutz outpost in the 
rocky hills near Safed. The tu- 
multuous and fateful year of 1948 
is recorded here, not in terms of 
UN resolutions nor even in the 
description of battle-lines, but in 
purely human terms; Moshe Gold- 
berg’s account of the evacuation 
of the children from Kibbutz 
Menara, for example. When the 
security situation became acute at 
Menara and it was decided to re- 
move the children to a safer spot, 
each child had to be taken from 
this lofty settlement and carried 
almost a kilometer down a steep 
mountain slope on the backs of 
picked squads from neighboring 
hibbutzim. The operation was 
carried on under cover of darkness 
to prevent detection by lurking 
Arabs. One can feel the writer’s 
pride as he concludes: “The mis- 
sion was completed. The children 
were safe.” 


Weddings and holidays and fes- 
tivals as well as the pursuit of 
leisure all receive their proper at- 
tention, for Israel and kibbutz are 
not all war and work. However, 
since work is the very cornerstone 
of kibbutz society, it receives a 
proportionately large share of 
space. Not everything written 
here is of a particularly Gordonist 
persuasion, but neither is this a 
joyless recounting of drudgery in 
the field. The new chalutz is filled 
with the pleasure of self-discovery 
as he measures his talents against 
the repeating cycle of the work- 
day. 

The Hamekasher anthology is a 
welcome addition to the Zionist 
library for the reading pleasure it 
provides and for the insight it 
gives into the human side of the 
kibbutz. Readers who have lived 
close to the events described may 
see themselves reflected in the 
characterizations; they will cer- 
tainly be quick to see others. 


PrncHas RIMON 
Pinchas Rimon is at present in the 


United States as a shaliach to the Ameri- 
can Habonim from. Kfar Blum in Israel. 


37 





WINTER & CO. 


Los Angeles, Cal. 





SLEEPCRAFT 


Ft. Worth, Texas 





KAY SURGICAL 


Memphis, Tenn. 





HAVERTY 


Atlnta, Ga. 





AUTO SALES CORP. 


East Orange, N. J. 





BAER INDUSTRIES 


Detroit, Mich. 





JACK GETZ 


Cincinnati, Ohio 





BILTMORE BUILDING 


Detroit, Mich. 





OUTDOOR ADVERTISING 
co. 


Freedom, Pa. 








CLEARWATER 
TILE & TERRAZZO CO. 











JewisH Frontp 


HVA J2 FI? TID an 


The Labor Zionist Movement 


undertook a 


SPECIAL ISRAEL BOND DRIVE 
“ftbute to Dauid Beu- Gurion 


Prime Minister of the State of Israel 


ON HIS SEVENTIETH BIRTHDAY 


DAVID BEN-GURION, rightly called the ARCHITECT OF THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL, is one of the foremost leaders in contemporary Jewish history and in Israel. 


His creative and dynamic statesmanship and leadership hearten the spirit 
and determination of Israelis and of Jews in the Free World to strengthen Israel’s 


economy and make it self-reliant. 


ISRAEL BONDS HELPED and will CONTINUE TO HELP 
Israel AGRICULTURALLY and INDUSTRIALLY 


The Labor Zionist Bond Campaign is Now in Full Force! 


We are out to register the members of Poale Zion, Farband and Pioneer Wo- 
men as Bond Buyers in honor of Ben-Gurion and to present to him in 1957 an Honor- 
Book with the names of all of us who bought a Bond during this Drive. 


We call on the Labor Zionist Units to: 
Appoint a special BEN-GURION Bond (5) Visit your members who are not attend- 
Committee ing your meetings regularly 


Arrange a special Bond meeting and have (6) Concentrate on NOVEMBER AND DE- 
a roll-call of members present CEMBER. 1956 


Sell Bonds to your friends 
(7) BUY A BOND THIS MONTH 


Adept the local quota as suggested by 
our National Committee (8) REGISTER AS A VOLUNTEER 


For Information please Call or Write to: 


National Labor Zionist Division for State of Israel Bonds 
215 FOURTH AVENUE Phone: ORegon 7-9650 @ NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 











